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Kametsu dialect of Tokunoshima 
 
 
Subgroup: Northern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Kametsu dialect is spoken in the community of Kametsu on the island of  

Tokunoshima in Amami. 
Data source: Hirayama, Teruo 1986. Amami hōgen hisogoi no kenkyū [A study of Amami  

Ryukyuan basic vocabulary]. Tokyo: Kadokawa Shoten. 
 

 

Overview of Kametsu accent 
 Bimoraic 
  atonic    [HH-H, LH-H] 
  initial-mora accent  [HL-L] 
  final-mora accent   [LF ~ HH-L/LH-L] 
 
 Trimoraic 
  atonic    [LHH-H] 
  initial-mora accent  [HLL-L] 
  second-mora accent  [LHL-L] 
  final-mora accent  [LLF ~ LLH-L] 

 

 
Bimoraic  

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

HH-H ʃaː ‘below’, nɪː ‘chest’, Fɨː ‘fart’, ʔjuː ‘fish’, kɨː ‘hair’, ˥tɪː ‘hand’, ˥jaː 
‘house’, waː ‘I’, jeː ‘interval’, haː ‘leaf’, mɪː ‘meat’, naː ‘name’, sɨː 
‘nest’, koː ‘river’, Fuː ‘sail’, ʃaː ‘south’, duː ‘tail’, tuː ‘ten’, ʔwɨː ‘up, 
above’, ʃuː ‘west’, nuː ‘what’, ʔjaː ‘you’ 

atonic 

LH-H haɪ ‘ash’, tuɪ ‘bird’, ʔɪtʃa ‘board’, haku ‘box’, juda ‘branch’, jumɨ 
‘bride’, hasɨ ‘bridge; ladder’, noro ‘cloth’, kadu ‘corner’, ɡaɴ ‘crab’, 
jadu ‘door; lodging’, ʔuɪ ‘east’, sɨᵈzɨ ‘elbow’, tsɨraˑ ‘face; cheeks’, 
mˀatsɨ ‘fire’, haɪ ‘fly’, kɪrɪ ‘fog’, makɪ ‘forehead’, dusɨ ‘friend’, kuma 
‘here’, ʔutu ‘husband’, waɴ ‘I’, musɨ ‘insect’, ʔutʃɪ ‘inside, interior’, 
ʔurɪ ‘it’, Fu ̥ta ‘lid’, ku ̥sɨ ‘loins’, ku ̥tsɨ ‘mouth’, sɨɡɨ ‘mustache; beard’, 
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 kuɡɪ ‘nail’, tsɨmɨ ‘nail, claw’, Fuʃu ‘navel’, kubɪ ‘neck’, ʔuɪ ‘nephew’, 
nɪsɨ ‘north’, hanaˑ ‘nose’, ˥mara ‘penis’, mɪtsɨ ‘road’, kata ‘shape’, ʔutu 
‘sound’, haɪ ‘south’, Fusɨ ‘star’, ʔɪsɨ ‘stone’, natsɨ ‘summer’, ʔaᵈzɨ 
‘taste’, ʔaɴ / ʔuɴ ‘that (mod.)’, ʔarɪ ‘that (nom.)’, ʔuma / ʔama ‘there’, 
kuɴ ‘this (mod.)’, kuri ‘this (nom.)’, mɨᵈzɨ ‘water’, tuᵈzɨ ‘wife’, kadɪ 
‘wind’, hanɪ ‘wing’, Fuju ‘winter’ 

initial-mora HL-L ʔɪ˥ɴ ‘dog’, ku˥ɡa ‘egg’, Fu˥ku ‘bag’, ʔo˥bɪ ‘belt’, Fu˥nɪ ‘boat’, ʔɪ˥kɪ 
‘breath’, ma˥ɪ ‘buttock, rear end’, ɡa˥ra ‘crow’, ʔa˥ᵈʒa ‘father’, ʔa˥tu 
‘footprint, trace; behind’, ja˥ɡi ‘goat’, dzɨ˥ɴ ‘land’, ʔu˥sɨ ‘mortar’, 
ʔa˥ma ‘mother’, ha˥ɪ ‘needle’, na˥bɨ ‘pan; pot’, ha˥ra ‘pillar’, ka˥ɪ ‘rice 
porridge’, ma˥ʃu ‘salt’, ʔu˥ɴ ‘sea’, ka˥ɡɨ ‘shadow, shade’, sɨ˥sɨ ‘soot’, 
sa˥ta ‘sugar’, tɪ˥da ‘sun’, dʒu˥ː ‘ten’, m˥ɴ ‘thing’, ta˥bɪ ‘travel’, so˥ɴ 
‘village’, ku˥ɪ ‘voice’, dɪ˥ɴ ‘which (mod.)’, ʔu˥ɪ ‘you’, tsˀɨ˥ː ‘breast; 
milk’, ʔa˥ɴ ‘grandmother’, mɨ˥ː ‘hole’, kju˥ː ‘today’, da˥ː ‘where’ 

LF ~ 
HH-L 

ʔwɨː˥ ‘bucket’, baː˥ ‘aunt’, mɨː˥ ‘eye’, me ̈ː˥ ‘front’, dzɨː˥ ‘grandfather’, 
ɲaː˥ ‘middle, inside’, ʔoː˥ ‘millet’, nʔaː˥ ‘now’, ʔwaː˥ ‘big’, koː˥ ‘skin, 
peel, fur’, nɪː˥ ‘stomach’, haː˥ ‘tooth’, kɨ˥ ‘tree’ 

final-mora 

LF ~ 
LH-L 
 

ʔudɪ˥ ‘arm’, mamɨ˥ ‘bean’, wata˥ ‘belly; intestine’, ʔada˥ ‘bruise’, 
ʔuba˥ ‘aunt’, ɲau˥ ‘cat’, kumu˥ ‘cloud’, ʔɪru˥ ‘color’, hate˥ ‘cultivated 
field’, mɨɴ˥ ‘ear’, ʔubɪ˥ ‘finger’, hana˥ ‘flower’, sɨnɪ˥ ‘foot/leg’, kusa˥ 
‘grass’, kɪmu˥ ‘heart’, nɪtsɨ˥ ‘heat’, ʔadu˥ ‘heel’, wata˥ ‘intestine’, 
sɨma˥ ‘island; hamlet’, sɨsɨ˥ ‘meat’, tsɨ̥kɪ˥ ‘moon’, jama˥ ‘mountain’, 
duru˥ ‘mud’, ʔamɪ˥ ‘net’, juru˥ ‘night’, ʃutu˥ ‘outside’, ʔuja˥ ‘parent’, 
duku˥ ‘poison’, ʔamɨ˥ ‘rain’, kumɨ˥ ‘rice’, ʔɪnɪ˥ ‘rice (as a crop)’, tsɨna˥ 
‘rope’, tsɨdu˥ ‘saliva’, tanɪ˥ ‘seed’, sɨnɪ˥ ‘shin’, kata˥ ‘shoulder’, sɨru˥ 
‘soup’, ʔuɡɪ˥ ‘sugar cane’, ʔaʃɪ˥ ‘sweat’, nada˥ ‘tear’, ʔɪtʃu˥ ‘thread’, 
nubɨ˥ ‘throat’, tu ̥kɪ˥ ‘time’, haka˥ ‘tomb’, ʔatʃa˥ ‘tomorrow’, sɨbja˥ 
‘tongue’, kamɨ˥ ‘turtle’, namɪ˥ ‘wave’, ʔɪrɪ˥ ‘west’, ʔɪtsɨ˥ ‘when’, daɴ˥ 
‘which (mod.)’, tuʃɪ˥ ‘year’, kɪnu˥ ‘yesterday’ 

 
Trimoraic  

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LHH-H mawaɪ ‘around’, kaᵈzɨnaɡaɪ / ku ̥sɨnaɡaɪ / ʃenaɡaɪ ‘back of body’, ɡuʃaɴ 
‘cane’, wareː ‘child (warabi)’, ʔɪkɪŋɡɪ ‘cough’, ˥ʔunaN ‘cow’, jaːtsɨ 
‘eight’, tuʃɪwɨ ‘elder’, juːtsɨ ‘four’, jamɪː˥ ‘illness’, maɡaɪ ‘knee’, ɡaᵈʒaɴ 
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‘mosquito’, ʔamba ‘oil’, ʔowaɴ ‘rice bowl’, nɪɡɪrɪ ‘right’, ʔɪsaɡo ‘sand’, 
ʔunaɪ ‘sister’, muːtsɨ ‘six’, tɪnto ‘sky’, kɨbuʃɪ ‘smoke’, tsɨ̥kjara ‘strength’, 
Fuɡuɪ ‘testicles’, ʔaɡaɴ / ʔuɡaɴ ‘there’, nusɨdu ‘thief’, mɪːtsɨ ‘three’, 
tˀaːtsɨ ‘two’, tsɨŋɡjo ‘well’, ʃɪwaː ‘worry’, kɪᵈzɨ ‘wound’, ʔakuɪ ‘yawn’, 
waːɪ ‘youth’, ʔaɡari ‘east’ 

initial-mora HLL-L Fu˥ttʃu ‘adult’, çɪ˥mma ‘daytime’, tɪ˥ːtsɨ ‘one’, tʃˀu˥ɪ ‘one person’, 
mu˥kkwa ‘son-in-law’, ɡu˥ndʒa ‘whale’, ʔu˥ɪta ‘you (plural)’ 

2nd-mora LHL-L ɲˀaː˥si ‘chopsticks’, kuʃu˥ɪ ‘drug’, ʃɪka˥ᵈʒɪ ‘everyday’, ʔɪtsi˥tsɨ ‘five’, 
mˀaː˥ɡa ‘grandchild’, Fuː˥ʔaᵈʒa ‘grandfather’, Fuː˥ʔama ‘grandmother’, 
sɨᵈʒa˥ɪ ‘left’, ʔara˥mu ‘lie’, ʔude˥ː ‘lightning’, ʃana˥ɡɪ ‘loincloth’, 
nɪᵈzɨ˥mɪ ‘mouse’ 

final-mora LLF ~ 
LLH-L 

tʃoːtʃo˥ ‘butterfly’, ʔutuɡe ̈˥ ‘chin’, wuttɪ˥ ‘day before yesterday’, ʔɪkkɨ˥ 
‘fish scale’, tumbe ̈˥ ‘funeral’, kɪɴ˥ ‘garment’, ʔɪnutsɨ˥ LLH ‘life’, jɪŋɡa˥ 
‘male’, kaɡamɪ˥ ‘mirror’, ʔuɪnubo˥ ‘nephew’, mɨːᵈʒo˥ ‘niece’, kunutsɨ˥ 
‘nine’, nanatsɨ˥ ‘seven’, ʔɪntʃa˥ ‘soil’, hoːma˥ ‘vagina’, wakkja˥ ‘we’, 
ʔjakkja˥ ‘you (plural)’, ʔuttu˥ ‘younger sibling’, ʔasatɪ˥ ‘day after 
tomorrow’, wanaɡu˥ ‘female’ 

  
Tetramoraic – our date are not enough to establish a whole system for tetramoraic nouns. See 
Hirayama (1968:832) for its complete system. 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LHHH ʔukkaɴ ‘head’, ku ̥tsɨbɪru ‘lip’, narukamɪ ‘thunder’, ʔuᵈzɨɡanasɨ ‘uncle’ 

3rd-mora LLHL ʔjeːda˥ma HHHL ‘dragonfly’, ʔatta˥ra LLHL ‘frog’, tukku˥ɪ LLHL ‘jar, 
pot’, ʃɪtumɨ˥tɪ LLHL ‘morning’, noːɡɪ˥ɴ LLHL ‘rainbow’, maŋku˥bu 
LLHL ‘spider’ 

final-mora LLLH-L mɨɲɲau˥ / mɨmmaju˥ LLLH ‘eyebrow’, haɴsɨɴ˥ LLHH ‘sweet potato’ 

 
Others:    
nɪ˥ ‘plant root’, kwˀa ‘child’, tʃˀu ‘human’, sube ̈˥ / ʔa˥nda ‘beside’, jɪːrɪ, ʔutundʒa˥ma ‘brother’,  
hanasi ̥kɪ˥ʔutundʒama ‘cousin’, wanaunu˥kkˀwa ‘daugther’, jiŋɡanu˥kkˀwa ‘son’,  
joːneɡa˥ta ‘evening’,  
 
 
 


