Kametsu dialect of Tokunoshima

Subgroup: Northern Ryukyuan

Location: Kametsu dialect is spoken in the community of Kametsu on the island of
Tokunoshima in Amami.

Data source: Hirayama, Teruo 1986. Amami hogen hisogoi no kenkyi [A study of Amami

Ryukyuan basic vocabulary]. Tokyo: Kadokawa Shoten.

Overview of Kametsu accent

Bimoraic
atonic [HH-H, LH-H]
initial-mora accent [HL-L]
final-mora accent [LF ~ HH-L/LH-L]

Trimoraic
atonic [LHH-H]
initial-mora accent [HLL-L]
second-mora accent [LHL-L]
final-mora accent [LLF ~LLH-L]

Bimoraic

Phonemic Phonetic | Example

atonic HH-H far ‘below’, nu: ‘chest’, Fi: ‘fart’, ?ju: “fish’, kit ‘hair’, ltr: ‘hand’, Tja:
‘house’, wa: ‘I’, je: ‘interval’, ha: ‘leaf’, mn ‘meat’, na: ‘name’, si:
‘nest’, ko: ‘river’, Fu: ‘sail’, fa: ‘south’, du: ‘tail’, tu: ‘ten’, ?wi: “up,

above’, fu: ‘west’, nu: ‘what’, ?ja: ‘you’

LH-H har ‘ash’, tur ‘bird’, ?1tfa ‘board’, haku ‘box’, juda ‘branch’, jumi
‘bride’, hasi ‘bridge; ladder’, noro ‘cloth’, kadu ‘corner’, gan ‘crab’,
jadu ‘door; lodging’, ?ur ‘east’, sizi ‘elbow’, tsira" ‘face; cheeks’,
m’‘atsi ‘fire’, har ‘fly’, kir1 ‘fog’, maki ‘forehead’, dusi ‘friend’, kuma
‘here’, ?utu ‘husband’, wan ‘I’, musi ‘insect’, ?utf1 ‘inside, interior’,

?urt ‘it’, Futa ‘lid’, kusi ‘loins’, kutsi ‘mouth’, sigi ‘mustache; beard’,




kugr ‘nail’, tsimi ‘nail, claw’, Fufu ‘navel’, kubr ‘neck’, ?ur ‘nephew’,
nisi ‘north’, hana' ‘nose’, Tmara ‘penis’, mitsi ‘road’, kata ‘shape’, ?utu
‘sound’, har ‘south’, Fusi ‘star’, ?1si ‘stone’, natsi ‘summer’, ?adzi
‘taste’, ?an / ?uN ‘that (mod.)’, ?ar1 ‘that (nom.)’, ?uma / ?ama ‘there’,
kun ‘this (mod.)’, kuri ‘this (nom.)’, mi‘zi ‘water’, tu’zi ‘wife’, kadr

‘wind’, hant ‘wing’, Fuju ‘winter’

initial-mora

HL-L

1IN ‘dog’, kulga ‘egg’, Fulku ‘bag’, 201b1 ‘belt’, Fulnr ‘boat’, ?1lk1
‘breath’, maTlr ‘buttock, rear end’, galra ‘crow’, ?al%za ‘father’, ?altu
‘footprint, trace; behind’, jalgi ‘goat’, dzil~y ‘land’, ?ulsi ‘mortar’,
?alma ‘mother’, halt ‘needle’, nalbi ‘pan; pot’, halra ‘pillar’, kalr ‘rice
porridge’, malfu ‘salt’, 2uln ‘sea’, kalgi ‘shadow, shade’, silsi ‘soot’,
salta ‘sugar’, trlda ‘sun’, d3zul: ‘ten’, mI~n ‘thing’, talbr ‘travel’, soIn
‘village’, kulr ‘voice’, dilN ‘which (mod.)’, 2ul1 ‘you’, ts’il: ‘breast;

milk’, ?alv ‘grandmother’, mil: ‘hole’, kjul: ‘today’, dal: “‘where’

final-mora

LF ~
HH-L

?witl ‘bucket’, ba:1 ‘aunt’, mi:1 ‘eye’, mé:1 ‘front’, dzi:1 ‘grandfather’,
na:l ‘middle, inside’, ?0:1 ‘millet’, n?a:1 ‘now’, ?wa:1 ‘big’, ko:1 ‘skin,

peel, fur’, n:1 ‘stomach’, ha:1 ‘tooth’, kil ‘tree’

LF ~
LH-L

?udil ‘arm’, mamil ‘bean’, watal ‘belly; intestine’, ?adal ‘bruise’,
?ubal ‘aunt’, paul ‘cat’, kumul ‘cloud’, ?irul ‘color’, hatel ‘cultivated
field’, min1 ‘ear’, 2ubrl ‘finger’, hanal ‘flower’, sinil ‘foot/leg’, kusal
‘grass’, kimul ‘heart’, nitsil ‘heat’, ?adul ‘heel’, watal ‘intestine’,
simal ‘island; hamlet’, sisil ‘meat’, tsikil ‘moon’, jamal ‘mountain’,
durul ‘mud’, ?amrl ‘net’, jurul ‘night’, futul ‘outside’, ?ujal ‘parent’,
dukul ‘poison’, 2ami] ‘rain’, kumil ‘rice’, 21l ‘rice (as a crop)’, tsinal
‘rope’, tsidul ‘saliva’, tanrl ‘seed’, sinrl ‘shin’, katal ‘shoulder’, sirul
‘soup’, ?ugrl ‘sugar cane’, ?af1l ‘sweat’, nadal ‘tear’, ?1tful ‘thread’,
nubil ‘throat’, tukil ‘time’, hakal ‘tomb’, ?atfal ‘tomorrow’, sibjal

‘tongue’, kamil ‘turtle’, namrl ‘wave’, ?ir1] ‘west’, ?1tsil ‘when’, dax’

‘which (mod.)’, tuf1l ‘year’, kinul ‘yesterday’

Trimoraic

Phonemic

Phonetic

Example

atonic

LHH-H

mawar ‘around’, ka‘zinagar / kusinagar / fenagar ‘back of body’, gufan
‘cane’, ware: ‘child (warabi)’, ?ikipgr ‘cough’, 1?unaN ‘cow’, jaitsi

‘eight’, tuftwi ‘elder’, juitsi ‘four’, jamu1 ‘illness’, magar ‘knee’, ga®zan




‘mosquito’, ?amba ‘oil’, 2owan ‘rice bowl’, nigir1 ‘right’, ?1sago ‘sand’,
?unar ‘sister’, mu:tsi ‘six’, tinto ‘sky’, kibuf1 ‘smoke’, tsikjara ‘strength’,
Fugur ‘testicles’, ?agan / ?Pugan ‘there’, nusidu ‘thief’, mrntsi ‘three’,
t'aitsi ‘two’, tsingjo ‘well’, fiwa: ‘worry’, ki%zi ‘wound’, ?akur ‘yawn’,

wai ‘youth’, ?agari ‘east’

initial-mora | HLL-L | Fulttfu ‘adult’, ¢ilmma ‘daytime’, tilitsi ‘one’, tfulr ‘one person’,
mulkkwa ‘son-in-law’, gulndza ‘whale’, ?ulita ‘you (plural)’
2nd-mora | LHL-L | p%a:lsi ‘chopsticks’, kufulr ‘drug’, fikal%31 ‘everyday’, ?itsiltsi ‘five’,
m‘a:lga ‘grandchild’, Fu:1?a%3a ‘grandfather’, Fu:1?ama ‘grandmother’,
si‘zall ‘left’, ?aralmu ‘lie’, ?udel: ‘lightning’, fanalgr ‘loincloth’,
n1zilmr ‘mouse’
final-mora | LLF ~ tfo:tfol ‘butterfly’, ?utugél ‘chin’, wuttrl ‘day before yesterday’, ?1kkil
LLH-L ‘fish scale’, tumbé1 ‘funeral’, kin1 ‘garment’, ?mutsil LLH °‘life’, jiggal

‘male’, kagamil ‘mirror’, Pumubol ‘nephew’, mi:?301 ‘niece’, kunutsil
‘nine’, nanatsil ‘seven’, ?mtfal ‘soil’, hoimal ‘vagina’, wakkjal ‘we’,
?jakkjal ‘you (plural)’, ?uttul ‘younger sibling’, ?asati] ‘day after

tomorrow’, wanagu| ‘female’

Tetramoraic — our date are not enough to establish a whole system for tetramoraic nouns. See

Hirayama (1968:832) for its complete system.

Phonemic Phonetic | Example
atonic LHHH | ?ukkan ‘head’, kutsibiru ‘lip’, narukami ‘thunder’, ?u?ziganasi ‘uncle’
3rd-mora LLHL ?je:dalma HHHL ‘dragonfly’, ?attalra LLHL ‘frog’, tukkult LLHL fjar,
pot’, fitumiltt LLHL ‘morning’, no:igiln LLHL ‘rainbow’, mankulbu
LLHL ‘spider’
final-mora | LLLH-L | minpaul/ mimmajul LLLH ‘eyebrow’, hansin1 LLHH ‘sweet potato’
Others:

n1l ‘plant root’, kw'a ‘child’, tf*u ‘human’, subél/ ?aInda ‘beside’, juri, 2utundzalma ‘brother’,

hanasikr1?utundzama ‘cousin’, wanaunulkk*wa ‘daugther’, jinganulkk’wa ‘son’,

jomegalta ‘evening’,




