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Kuroshima dialect of Yaeyama Ryukyuan 
 
 
Subgroup: Southern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Kuroshima dialect is spoken on the island of Kuroshima, Yaeyama.  
Data source:  Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirō Ōshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryūkyū Sakishima  

hōgen no sōgō-teki kenkyū [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the 
Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tōkyōdō. 

 

 
Overview of Kuroshima accent system 
 

Bimoraic       
atonic    [LH] , [HH]   
initial-mora accent  [HL]     

 
Trimoraic 

atonic    [LHH], [HHH] 
initial-mora accent  [HLL] 
second-mora accent  [LHL] 

 
Tetramoraic 

atonic    [LHHH], [HHHH] 
initial-mora accent  [HLLL] 
second-mora accent  [LHLL] 

  third-mora accent   [LHHL] 
 

 

 
Bimoraic nouns  

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LH ʔudi LH ‘arm’, mami LH ‘bean’, bata LH ‘belly; intestines’, suba LH 
‘beside’, ʔitsa LH ‘board’, pa ̥ku LH ‘box’, juda LH ‘branch’, jumi LH 
‘bride’, pa ̥ʃi LH ‘bridge; ladder’, ʔadza LH ‘bruise, birthmark’, ʃibi LH 
‘buttock, rear end’, maja LH ‘cat’, fumu LH ‘cloud’, ʔiru LH ‘color’, jadu 
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LH ‘door, lodging’, pidʒi LH ‘elbow’, maju LH ‘eyebrow’, ʃira LH ‘face; 
cheeks’, ʔidza LH ‘father’, ʔidzu LH ‘fish’, pana LH ‘flower’, duʃi LH 
‘friend’, dabi LH ‘funeral’, ʔadu LH ‘heel’, kuma LH ‘here’, ʔana LH 
‘hole’, butu LH ‘husband’, muʃi LH ‘insect’, bata LH ‘intestine’, ʃima LH 
‘island; hamlet’, hari LH ‘it’, ʔaɡu LH ‘jaw’, fu ̥ta LH ‘lid’, ku ̥ʃi LH ‘loin’, 
niku LH ‘meat’, naha LH ‘middle, inside’, sɨ̥ki LH ‘moon’, ʔabu LH 
‘mother’, jama LH ‘mountain’, fu ̥tʃi LH ‘mouth’, duru LH ‘mud’, pini LH 
‘mustach; beard’, ʃimi LH ‘nail, claw’, pu ̥su LH ‘navel’, fubi LH ‘neck’, 
pana LH ‘nose’, jaku LH ‘oar’, pu ̥ka LH ‘outside’, nabi LH ‘pan; pot’, 
ʔuja LH ‘parent’, tani LH ‘penis’, duku LH ‘poison’, ʔami LH ‘rain’, ʔini 
LH ‘rice (as a crop)’, mitʃi LH ‘road’, ʃina LH ‘rope’, sani LH ‘seed’, ʃini 
LH ‘shin’, ha ̥ta LH ‘shoulder’, ʔutu LH ‘sound’, pu ̥ʃi LH ‘star’, ʔiʃi LH 
‘stone’, ʃi ̥˥ta LH ‘sugar’, natʃi LH ‘summer’, tida LH ‘sun’, ʔadʒi LH 
‘taste’, nada LH ‘tear’, hanu LH ‘that (distal)’, ʔunu LH ‘that (mesial 
mod.)’, ʔari LH ‘that (distal)’, hari LH ‘that (mesial)’, hama LH ‘there’, 
ʔama LH ‘over there’, mumu LH ‘thigh’, munu ‘thing’, kunu LH ‘this 
(mod.)’, ʔitu LH ‘thread’, nudu ‘throat’, tu ̥ki LH ‘time’, pa ̥ka LH ‘tomb’, 
ʃiba LH ‘tongue’, ʔatu LH ‘trace’, tabi LH ‘travel’, hami LH ‘turtle’, 
budza LH ‘uncle’, mura LH ‘village’, midʒi LH ‘water’, ʔitʃi LH ‘when’, 
tudʒi LH ‘wife’, hadʒi LH ‘wind’, pani LH ‘wing’, fuju LH ‘winter’, ʃiwa 
LH ‘worry’, kidʒi LH ‘wound’, tuʃ̥ɨ LH ‘year’, ʔuʋa LH ‘you’, nni LH 
‘chest’, ndʒi LH ‘which’,  
3 moras? mahar LH ‘rice bowl’ 

HH nitʃi HH ‘heat’, pai HH ‘ash’, bui HH ‘nephew; niece’, mai HH ‘rice’,  
dʒiː HH ‘back of body’, ʃiː HH ‘blood’, ʃiː HH ‘breast; milk’, miː HH 
‘eye’, piː HH ‘fart’, nuː HH ‘field, plain’, piː HH ‘fire’, maː HH 
‘granchild’, paː HH ‘gradmother’, dzaː HH ‘grass’, kiː HH ‘hari’, tiː HH 
‘hand’, jaː HH ‘house’, dʒiː HH ‘land’, paː HH ‘leaf’, ʔaː HH ‘millet’, duː 
HH ‘oneself’, naː HH ‘name’, ʃiː HH ‘nest’, waː HH ‘pig’, niː HH ‘plant 
root’, taː HH ‘rice field’, juː HH ‘rice porridge’, puː HH ‘sail’, haː HH 
‘skin, peel, fur’, dʒiː HH ‘soil’, ʔiː HH ‘stomach’, tuː HH ‘ten’, kjuː HH 
‘today’, paː HH ‘tooth’, kiː HH ‘tree’, piː HH ‘vagina’, haː HH ‘well’, nuː 
HH ‘what’, maː HH ‘where’, ʔiɴ HH ‘dog’, miɴ HH ‘ear’, kiɴ HH 
‘garment’, haɴ HH ‘god’, baɴ HH ‘I’, fuɴ HH ‘nail’, ʔaɴ HH ‘net’, ʃiɴ 
HH ‘saliva’, tiɴ HH ‘sky’, paɴ HH ‘snake’, ʃir HH ‘soup’, ʔuɴ HH ‘sweet 
potato’, fur HH ‘testicles’, naɴ HH ‘wave’, tar HH ‘who’, tur HH ‘bird’    
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tonic HL fu˥ni ‘boat’, pu˥ni ‘bone’, ʔi˥ki ̥ ‘breath’, pa˥ʃi ̥ ‘chopsticks’, ha˥du ‘corner, 
edge’, ʔi˥bi ‘finger’, pa˥ɴ ‘foot/leg’, ma˥i ‘front’, ja˥ɴ ‘illness’, ʔu˥ʃi ̥ 
‘mortar’, pa˥r ‘needle’, ju˥r ‘night’, pa˥ra ‘pillar’, ha˥i ‘shadow’, mu˥ku 
‘son-in-law, bridgegroom’, ʔu˥i ‘up, above’, ku˥i ‘voice’ 

 
Trimoraic nouns 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

LHH ɡusaɴ LHH ‘cane’, ʔisɨ̥ku LHH ‘cousin’, midoː LHH ‘dughter’, pi ̥suma 
LHH ‘daytime’, junai LHH ‘evening’, ʔiraki LHH ‘fish scale’, subuʃi 
LHH ‘knee’, namunu˥ LHH ‘lie’, sanai LHH ‘loincloth’, nisɨma LHH 
‘north’, pi ̥sur LHH ‘one person’, ʔinoː LHH ‘sand’, ʃiruʃi LHH ‘sign’, 
kibuʃi LHH ‘smoke’, bikoː LHH ‘son’, paima LHH ‘south’, sɨ̥kara LHH 
‘strength’, ʔattsa LHH ‘tomorrow’, ʔiruma LHH ‘west’, ʔaubi LHH 
‘yawn’, kinoː LHH ‘yesterday’, ʔuʋata LHH ‘you (pl.)’, ʔuʃi ̥tu LHH 
‘younger brother’, 
ʔaʋʋa LLH ‘oil’  how come? 

atonic 

HHH buːba HHH ‘aunt’, tsaːra HHH ‘below’, nuːnu HHH ‘cloth’, jaːtʃi HHH 
‘eight’, juːtʃi HHH ‘four’, mːma HHH ‘horse’, niːr HHH ‘right’, haːra 
HHH ‘river’, maːsu HHH ‘salt’, nːna HHH ‘sister’, nːtʃi HHH ‘six’, 
miːtʃi HHH ‘three’, 

second-mora LHL haŋ˥ɡar ‘mirror’, fu ̥ku˥r LHL ‘bag’, fu ̥ku˥bi LHL ‘belt’, ʔuː˥ki ̥ ‘bucket’, 
jara˥bi ‘child’, dzaː˥ku ‘cough’, ɡara˥ʃi LHL ‘crow’, pa ̥ta˥ki LHL 
‘cultivated field’, ʔaʃi ̥˥tu ‘day after tomorrow’, fu ̥ʃi˥r LHL ‘drug’, 
tuna˥ɡa LHL ‘egg’, ʔau˥ta LHL ‘frog’, ʔubu˥dza LHL ‘grandfather’, 
ʔama˥dza LHL ‘head’, ku ̥ku˥ru LHL ‘heart’, pida˥r LHL ‘left’, 
mana˥ma LHL ‘now’, pi ̥ʃi˥tʃi LHL ‘one’, tuma˥r LHL ‘sea’, nana˥tʃi 
LHL ‘seven’, hata˥tʃi ̥ LHL ‘shape’, ʃin˥dza sugar cane’, ban˥ta ‘we’, 
kudʒi˥ra LHL ‘whale’, ndʒi˥nu LHL ‘which (mod.)’, ʔiʃi ̥˥tʃi ‘five’, 

initial-mora HLL ma˥ːr ‘around’,  

 
Tetramoraic nouns 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LHHH mainitʃi LHHH ‘everyday’, midumunu LHHH ‘female’, mannaha 
LHHH ‘interval’, bikidumu LHHH ‘male’, ʃi ̥tumuti LHHH ‘morning’, 
kukunutʃi LHHH ‘nine’, nuʃitur LHHH ‘thief’, fu ̥taːtʃi LHHH ‘two’, 
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mintsubu LLHH ‘jar, pot’,  how come? 

HHHH kjoːdai HHHH ‘sibling’, miːuʃi HHHH ‘cow’, ʔaːruma HHHH ‘east’, 

initial-mora HLLL bu˥ʃi ̥tui ‘day before yesterday’ 

second-mora LHLL ʔubu˥pi ̥su LHLL ‘adult’, han˥nar ‘thunder’, niŋ˥ɡiɴ ‘human, person’, 
ʃiː˥ʃiː ‘soot’, ʔui˥pi ̥su ‘elder’ 

third-mora LHHL ʔujan˥tsu LHHL ‘mouse’ 

 
others ------------- 

mina˥pu ̥tir LHLLL ‘lightning’  

baharu˥munu LHHLL ‘youth’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


