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Naha dialect of Okinawa Ryukyuan 
 
 
Subgroup: South Okinawan, Northern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Naha dialect is spoken in the city of Naha on the island of Okinawa 
Data source:  Uchima, Chokujin and Mitsuyoshi Nohara. 2006. Okinawago jiten – Naha hōgen wo 
   chushin ni [Dictionary of Okinawan – focusing on Naha dialect]. Tokyo:  

Kenkyūsha. 
 
 

 
Overview of Naha accent (based on our data)1 
 
 Bimoraic 
  atonic    [HH-H] 
  final-mora accent  [HH-L] 
  final rising   [LL-H] 
 
 Trimoraic 
  atonic    [HHH] 
  final-mora rising  [LLH, LHH] 
  final rising   [LLL-H]2 
 
 Tetramoraic 

  atonic    [HHHH] 
third-mora rising  [LLHH] 

        final-mora rising   [LLLH] 
 

 

 
   
 

                                                
1 Uchima and Nohara (2006: xxvi) give O˥OO, OO˥O, O˥OOO, and OO˥OO. However, our data do not have any 
examples for those patterns. 
2 The word for ‘lightning’ is ɸuriː「. However, Uchima and Nohara do not include OOO「 on the list of the rising accent 
classes (see Uchima and Nohara 2006: xxiv). 
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For bimoraic, there are three accent classes: /「OO/, /OO「/, and /「OO˥/. Interestingly, there is 
only one item each for /「OO˥/.  

For trimoraic, there are three classes! they are /「OOO/ [HHH], /OO「O/ [LLH, LHH] 
depending on the syllable structure, and /OOO「/ [LLL-H] only one example. 

For tetramoraic, there are three - /OO「OO/, /「OOOO/, and /ooo「O/. The final-mora-rising 
class has only one item. Final-mora rising and third-mora rising are not allophonic. 
 
Bimoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

「OO 
atonic 

HH-H 「ʔuri ‘arm’, 「ɸeː ‘ash’, 「ʃitʃa ‘below’, 「tui ‘bird’, 「tʃiː ‘blood’, 「ʔita 
‘board’, 「haku ‘box’, 「 jura ‘branch’, 「 jumi ‘bride’, 「haʃi ‘bridge; 
ladder’, 「tʃibi ‘buttock, rear end’, 「nni ‘chest’, 「kkwa ‘child’, 「nunu 
‘cloth’, 「ʔiru ‘color’, 「ʔuʃi ‘cow’, 「ɡani ‘crab’, 「çiː ‘daytime’, 「ʔiɴ 
‘dog’, 「miː ‘eye’, 「maju ‘eyebrow’, 「tʃira ‘face’, 「haru / 「moː ‘field, 
plain’, 「ʔiju ‘fish’, 「ɸeː ‘fly’, 「çisa ‘foot/leg’, 「ruʃi ‘friend’, 「rabi 
‘funeral’, 「kami ‘god’, 「nitʃi ‘heat’, 「kuma ‘here’, 「ʔana ‘hole’, 「miː 
‘hole’, 「ttʃu ‘person’, 「utu ‘husband’, 「waɴ ‘I’, 「muʃi ‘insect’, 「ʔutʃi 
‘inside, interior’, 「ʃima ‘island; hamlet’, 「ʔuri ‘it’, 「tʃibu ‘jar, pot’, 
「dʒiː ‘land’, 「ɸaː ‘leaf’, 「ɸuta ‘lid’, 「ʃiba ‘lip’, 「kuʃi ‘loins’, 「ʔasa 
‘morning’, 「mui ‘hill’, 「 kutʃi ‘mouth’, 「 çidʒi ‘mustache; beard’, 
「kudʒi ‘nail’, 「tʃimi ‘nail, claw’, 「naː ‘name’, 「hata ‘near by, beside’, 
「kubi ‘neck’, 「ʃiː ‘nest’, 「niʃi ‘north’, 「hana ‘nose’, 「nama ‘now’, 
「tʃui ‘one person’, 「ʔuja ‘parent’,  「tani ‘penis’, 「ʔnni ‘rice (as a 
crop)’, 「taː ‘rice field’, 「mitʃi ‘road’, 「tʃina ‘rope’, naː「 ‘rope’, 「ɸuː 
‘sail’, 「ʃina ‘sand’, 「sani ‘seed’, 「ʃini ‘shin’, 「kata ‘shoulder’, 「juku 
‘side’, 「tiɴ / 「sura ‘sky’, 「habu ‘snake’, 「ʔutu ‘sound’, 「ʃiru ‘soup’, 
「kubu ‘spider’, 「ɸuʃi ‘star’, 「ʔiʃi ‘stone’, 「natʃi ‘summer’, 「tuː ‘ten’, 
「ʔanu ‘that (distal mod.)’, 「ʔunu ~ 「ʔuɴ ‘that (mesial mod.)’, 「ʔari ‘that 
(distal)’, 「 ʔuri ‘that (mesial)’, 「 ʔmma ‘there’, 「 ʔama ‘over there’, 
「mumu ‘thigh’, 「mumu ‘thing’, 「kunu ‘this (mod.)’, 「kuri ‘this’, 「tʃuː 
‘today’, 「 ʃiba ‘tongue’, 「 tabi ‘travel’, 「 ʔwiː ‘up, above’, 「mura 
‘village’, 「kwiː ‘voice’, 「midʒi ‘water’, 「nami ‘wave’, 「kaː ‘well’, 
「 ʔiri ‘west’, 「nuː ‘what’, 「 ʔitʃi ‘when’, 「dʒunu ~ 「 tʃanu ‘which 
(mod.)’, 「dʒuri ‘which’, 「 taː ‘who’, 「 tudʒi ‘wife’, 「kadʒi ‘wind’, 
「hani ‘wing’, 「ɸuju ‘winter’, 「kidʒi ‘wound’, 「naː / 「ʔjaː ‘you’, 
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final-mora

「OO˥ 

HH-L 「ʔumi˥ ‘sea’, 

OO「 LL-H? wata「 ‘belly; intestines’, suba「 ‘beside’, ɸuni「 ‘boat’, ɸuni「 ‘bone’, tʃiː
「 ‘breast; milk’, tʃiri「 ‘cloth’, kumu「 ‘cloud’, mimi「 ‘ear’, çiː「 ‘fart’, 
suː「 ‘father’, çiː「 ‘fire’, hana「 ‘flower’, ʔatu「 ‘footprint, trace; behind’, 
meː「 ‘front’, tʃiɴ「 ‘garment’, kusa「 ‘grass’, tiː「 ‘hand’, tʃimu「 ‘heart’, 
ʔaru「  ‘heel’, ʔmma「  ‘horse’, jaː「  ‘house’, wata「 ‘intestine’, nutʃi
「  ‘life’, ʃiʃi「  ‘meat’,  ʔawa「 ‘millet’, tʃitʃi「  ‘moon’, jama「  ‘hill; 
mountain; wild’, ruru「  ‘mud’, juː「  ‘night’, ɸuka「  ‘outside’, ʔwaː
「 ‘pig’, niː「 ‘plant root’, ruku「 ‘poison’, ʔami「 ‘rain’, kumi「 ‘rice’, ɸeː
「 ‘south’, wata「 ‘stomach’, ʔaʃi「 ‘sweat’, ʔmmu「 ‘sweet potato’, dʒuː
「 ‘tail’, nara「 ‘tear’,  tutʃi「 ‘time’, haka「 ‘tomb’, haː「 ‘tooth’, kiː
「 ‘tree’, hoː「 ‘vagina’, maː「 ‘where’, ʃiwa「 ‘worry’, tuʃi「 ‘year’, kaː
「 ‘skin, peel’3 

    
Trimoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

「OOO 
atonic 

HHH 「maːi ‘around’, 「ʔaɡari ‘east’, 「jaːtʃi ‘eight’, 「nidʒiri ‘right’, 「kaːra 
‘river’, 「nuːdʒi ‘rainbow’, 「katatʃi ‘shape’, 「ʃiruʃi ‘sign’, 「kibuʃi / 
「tʃimuri ‘smoke’,  「tʃikara ‘strength’, 「miːtʃi ‘three’, 「taːtʃi ‘two’, 
「ʔakubi ‘yawn’, 

final 
rising 

LLH naɡa「ni ‘back of body’, ɸuku「ru ‘bag’, habe「ru ‘butterfly’, wara「bi 
‘child’, ʔitʃi「ku ‘cousin’, ɡara「ʃi ‘crow’, ʔasa「ti ‘day after tomorrow’, 
jusan「ri ‘evening’, jina「ɡu ‘female’, ʔiri「tʃi ‘fish scale’, ʔitʃi「tʃi ‘five’, 
ʔmma「ɡa ‘granchild’, kara「dʒi ‘hair of head’, tʃibu「ru ‘head’, kuku「ru 
‘heart’, ʔeː「dʒa ~ ʔeː「ra ~ ʔeː「ma ‘interval’, juku「ʃi ‘lie’, ʔinu「tʃi ‘life’, 
sana「dʒi ‘loincloth’, jiki「ɡa ‘male’, tana「ka ‘middle, inside’, tʃim「peː 
‘saliva’, maː「su ‘salt’, nana「tʃi ‘seven’, ʔaɡa「ta ‘yonder?’, nusu「ru 
‘thief’, ɡudʒi「ra ‘whale’, waʃi「ta ‘we’, maː「ru ‘around’, maː「mi ‘bean’, 
ʔuː「bi ‘belt’, ʔiː「tʃi ‘breath’, uː「ki ‘bucket’, kuː「ɡa ‘egg’, ʔiː「bi ‘finger’, 
「juːtʃi ‘four’, 「tʃinʃi ‘knee’, ʔen「tʃu ‘mouse’, haː「i ‘needle’, haː「ja 
‘pillar’, nː「tʃa ‘soil’, tiː「ra ‘sun’, kuː「ɡa ‘testicles’, kaː「mi ‘turtle’, hoː
「mi ‘vagina’, naː「ka ‘middle, inside’, ʔuː「ʃi ‘mortar’, juː「ru ‘night’, ʔeː

                                                
3 This is written as カー「 [ka「ː] in the dictionary on p.66. However, two-mora words with final-rising pitch are OO「, 
but not O「O (see Uchima and Nohara 2006: xxiv). ka「ː is possibly a typo. 
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「ku ‘oar’, ʔan「ra ‘oil’, tiː「tʃi ‘one’, naː「bi ‘pan; pot’, kaː「ɡi ‘shade’, 
「muːtʃi ‘six’, muː「ku ‘son-in-law’, ʃiː「ʃi ‘soot’, uː「dʒi ‘sugar cane’, ʔut
「tu ‘younger sibling/one’, ʃiː「dʒa ‘elder’, 

LHH ku「sui ‘drug’, çi「dʒai ‘left’, ma「kai ‘rice bowl’, ma「jaː ‘cat’, çi「tʃeː 
‘forehead’, ka「ɡaɴ ‘mirror’, ɡa「dʒaN ‘mosquito’, ɡu「teː ‘strength’, ʔa
「tʃaː ‘tomorrow’, tʃi「nuː ‘yesterday’, ʔit「taː ‘you (pl.)’ 

OOO「 LLL-H ɸuriː「 ‘lightning’, 

    
Tetramoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

「OOOO 
atonic 

HHHH 「 juɡakiti ‘evening’, 「 jiːkkwa ‘nephew’, 「 tembusu ‘navel’, 「 çiːbiː 
‘everyday’, 

3rd-mora 
rising 

LLHH çiti「miti ‘morning’, ʔatu「kata ‘trace’, kuku「nutʃi ‘nine’, sak「kwiː 
‘cough’, ut「tiː ‘day before yesterday’, ʔeː「dʒuː ‘friend’, çiː「dʒaː ‘goat’, 
tam「meː ‘grandfather’, paː「paː ‘grandmother’, miː「miː ‘hole’, jam「meː 
‘illness’, ʔam「maː ‘mother’, miː「kkwa ‘niece’, kaː「ɡaː ‘shadow’, tʃoː
「reː ‘sibling’, kuː「baː ‘spider’, saː「taː ‘sugar’, ʔiː「tʃuː ‘thread’, nuː「riː 
‘throat’, wat「taː ‘we’, niː「ʃeː ‘youth’, baː「tʃiː ‘aunt’, tʃoː「reː ‘siblings’, 
ɡuː「saɴ ‘cane’, miː「nara ‘tear’, kan「nai ‘thunder’, meː「natʃi ‘everyday’, 
waŋ「kuru ‘myself’, udʒa「saː ‘uncle’, uba「maː ‘aunt’, wara「baː ‘child’, 
ʔutu「ɡeː ‘chin’, ɡara「saː ‘crow’, tuʃi「ʔwiː ‘elder’, ʔuɸu「ttʃu ‘adult’, 
waka「muɴ ‘youth’, 

final 
rising  

LLLH ʔmmeː「ʃi ‘chopsticks’, 

     

other longer words --------- 

「OOOOO 「kuʃinaɡani ‘back of body’, 「ʔukuiɡata ‘funeral’ 
OOoo「O  jinaɡuŋ「ɡwa ‘daughter’, jikiɡaŋ「ɡwa ‘son’ 
OOO「oo  ʔatabi「tʃaː ‘frog’, karadʒi「ɡiː ‘hair of head’, ʔamamu「tiː ‘yonder?’ 
OOO「OO haʃiru「ɡutʃi ‘door; lodging’, jikiɡa「ʔuja ‘father’ 
oooo「oo  ʔaːkeː「dʒuː ‘dragonfly’  
Ooo「oo  ʔukeː「meː ‘rice porridge’  
O「oooo  ʔu「ɸum˥maː ‘aunt’,  
  

jikiɡawara「bi ‘son’  
 


