Naha dialect of Okinawa Ryukyuan

Subgroup: South Okinawan, Northern Ryukyuan

Location: Naha dialect is spoken in the city of Naha on the island of Okinawa

Data source: Uchima, Chokujin and Mitsuyoshi Nohara. 2006. Okinawago jiten — Naha hogen wo
chushin ni [Dictionary of Okinawan — focusing on Naha dialect]. Tokyo:

Kenkytsha.

Overview of Naha accent (based on our data)’
Bimoraic
atonic [HH-H]
final-mora accent [HH-L]
final rising [LL-H]
Trimoraic
atonic [HHH]
final-mora rising [LLH, LHH]
final rising [LLL-H]?
Tetramoraic
atonic [HHHH]
third-mora rising [LLHH]
final-mora rising [LLLH]

! Uchima and Nohara (2006: xxvi) give 0100, 0010, 01000, and OOTOO0. However, our data do not have any
examples for those patterns.

* The word for ‘lightning’ is ¢uri:/. However, Uchima and Nohara do not include OOO[ on the list of the rising accent
classes (see Uchima and Nohara 2006: xxiv).
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For bimoraic, there are three accent classes: /[00/, /O0[/, and /TOO7/. Interestingly, there is
only one item each for /[OO7/.

For trimoraic, there are three classes! they are /I OOO/ [HHH], /OO0[O/ [LLH, LHH]
depending on the syllable structure, and /OOO!/ [LLL-H] only one example.

For tetramoraic, there are three - /O0OI00/, /TO0O00/, and /000!O/. The final-mora-rising

class has only one item. Final-mora rising and third-mora rising are not allophonic.

Bimoraic

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example
00 HH-H | Muri ‘arm’, [ge: ‘ash’, [fitfa ‘below’, ltui ‘bird’, [tfi: ‘blood’, [?ita

atonic ‘board’, [haku ‘box’, [jura ‘branch’, [jumi ‘bride’, lhafi ‘bridge;

ladder’, Ttfibi ‘buttock, rear end’, Inni ‘chest’, [kkwa ‘child’, [nunu
‘cloth’, T?iru ‘color’, ?ufi ‘cow’, lgani ‘crab’, [¢i: ‘daytime’, [?in
‘dog’, mi: ‘eye’, maju ‘eyebrow’, [tfira ‘face’, [haru / [mo: ‘field,
plain’, [?iju ‘fish’, [¢ge: “fly’, [¢isa ‘foot/leg’, [rufi ‘friend’, [rabi
“funeral’, Tkami ‘god’, Initfi ‘heat’, [kuma ‘here’, [?ana ‘hole’, [mi:
‘hole’, lttfu ‘person’, lutu ‘husband’, wan ‘I, Tmufi ‘insect’, [?utfi
‘inside, interior’, [fima ‘island; hamlet’, [?uri ‘it’, Ttfibu ‘jar, pot’,
[dzi: ‘land’, [¢a: ‘leaf’, [puta ‘lid’, [fiba ‘lip’, lkufi ‘loins’, [?asa
‘morning’, mui ‘hill’, Tkutfi ‘mouth’, [¢id3i ‘mustache; beard’,
kudzi ‘nail’, ltfimi ‘nail, claw’, [na: ‘name’, hata ‘near by, beside’,
[kubi ‘neck’, [fi: ‘nest’, Inifi ‘north’, Thana ‘nose’, [nama ‘now’,
[tfui ‘one person’, ?Puja ‘parent’, [tani ‘penis’, [?nni ‘rice (as a
crop)’, [ta: ‘rice field’, Tmitfi ‘road’, tfina ‘rope’, na:l ‘rope’, [du:
‘sail’, [fina ‘sand’, [sani ‘seed’, [{ini ‘shin’, [kata ‘shoulder’, [juku
‘side’, Itin / [sura ‘sky’, Thabu ‘snake’, l?utu ‘sound’, [firu ‘soup’,
kubu ‘spider’, l¢ufi ‘star’, [?ifi ‘stone’, natfi ‘summer’, tu: ‘ten’,
[?anu ‘that (distal mod.)’, [?unu ~ [?un ‘that (mesial mod.)’, [?ari ‘that
(distal)’, [?uri ‘that (mesial)’, [ ?mma ‘there’, [?ama ‘over there’,
'mumu ‘thigh’, Tmumu ‘thing’, Tkunu ‘this (mod.)’, lkuri ‘this’, [tfu:
‘today’, [ fiba ‘tongue’, [tabi ‘travel’, [ ?wi: ‘up, above’, [ mura
‘village’, [kwi: ‘voice’, midzi ‘water’, nami ‘wave’, lka: ‘well’,
[?iri ‘west’, [nu: ‘what’, [?itfi ‘when’, [d3unu ~ [tfanu ‘which

(mod.)’, ldzuri ‘which’, [ta: ‘who’, [tudzi ‘wife’, [kadzi ‘wind’,

[hani ‘wing’, [guju ‘winter’, [kidzi ‘wound’, na:/ [?ja: ‘you’,




final-mora | HH-L [umil ‘sea’,

Kelo)

ool LL-H? | watal ‘belly; intestines’, subal ‘beside’, dunil ‘boat’, dunil ‘bone’, tfi:
[ ‘breast; milk’, tfiri[ ‘cloth’, kumul ‘cloud’, mimil ‘ear’, ¢i:[ ‘fart’,
sw:l “father’, ¢i:[ “fire’, hanal ‘flower’, 2atul ‘footprint, trace; behind’,
me:[ ‘front’, tfin] ‘garment’, kusal ‘grass’, ti:l ‘hand’, tfimul ‘heart’,
Parul ‘heel’, ?mmal ‘horse’, ja:[ ‘house’, watal ‘intestine’, nutfi
[ <life’, fifi! ‘meat’, Pawal ‘millet’, tfitfil ‘moon’, jamal ‘hill;
mountain; wild’, rurul ‘mud’, ju:[ ‘night’, dukal ‘outside’, ?wa:
[ “pig’, ni:l ‘plant root’, ruku! ‘poison’, 2amil ‘rain’, kumil ‘rice’, de:
[ ‘south’, watal ‘stomach’, ?afil ‘sweat’, Ymmul ‘sweet potato’, dzu:
[ “tail’, naral ‘tear’, tutfil ‘time’, hakal ‘tomb’, ha:[ ‘tooth’, ki
[ “tree’, ho:[ ‘vagina’, ma:[ ‘where’, fiwal ‘worry’, tufil ‘year’, ka:
[ ‘skin, peel’

Trimoraic

Phonemic | Phonetic Example

000 HHH ma:i ‘around’, [?agari ‘east’, [jaitfi ‘eight’, nidsziri ‘right’, [kara

atonic ‘river’, [nu:dzi ‘rainbow’, [katatfi ‘shape’, [firufi ‘sign’, lkibufi /

[tfimuri ‘smoke’, [tfikara ‘strength’, mi:tfi ‘three’, lta:tfi ‘two’,
[?akubi ‘yawn’,

final LLH naga/ni ‘back of body’, ¢ukulru ‘bag’, habelru ‘butterfly’, waralbi

rising ‘child’, ?itfilku ‘cousin’, garal{i ‘crow’, ?asalti ‘day after tomorrow’,

jusan'ri ‘evening’, jinalgu ‘female’, ?iriltfi ‘fish scale’, ?itfiltfi ‘five’,
?mmalga ‘granchild’, karald3i ‘hair of head’, tfibulru ‘head’, kukulru
‘heart’, Pe:[dza ~ Pe:lra ~ 2e:l'ma ‘interval’, juku!{i ‘lie’, ?inultfi ‘life’,
sanaldszi ‘loincloth’, jikilga ‘male’, tanalka ‘middle, inside’, tfim[pe:
‘saliva’, ma:lsu ‘salt’, nanaltfi ‘seven’, ?agalta ‘yonder?’, nusulru
‘thief’, gudzilra ‘whale’, wafilta ‘we’, ma:[ru ‘around’, ma: mi ‘bean’,
Pu:lbi ‘belt’, 2i:ltfi ‘breath’, w:lki ‘bucket’, ku:l ga ‘egg’, ?i:[bi ‘finger’,
[jutfi “four’, Ttfinfi ‘knee’, ?enltfu ‘mouse’, ha:li ‘needle’, ha:lja

‘pillar’, n:[tfa soil’, tixlra ‘sun’, ku:lga ‘testicles’, ka:Imi ‘turtle’, ho:

mi ‘vagina’, na:[ka ‘middle, inside’, ?2u:[{i ‘mortar’, ju:lru ‘night’, ?e:

? This is written as #— [kal:] in the dictionary on p.66. However, two-mora words with final-rising pitch are OO[,
but not OTO (see Uchima and Nohara 2006: xxiv). ka/: is possibly a typo.
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ku ‘oar’, ?anlra ‘oil’, ti:ltfi ‘one’, na:'bi ‘pan; pot’, ka:lgi ‘shade’,
Imu:tfi ‘six’, mu:lku ‘son-in-law’, fi:[fi ‘soot’, u:[dzi ‘sugar cane’, ut

[tu ‘younger sibling/one’, {i:[dza ‘elder’,

LHH kulsui ‘drug’, cildzai ‘left’, malkai ‘rice bowl’, malja: ‘cat’, ¢iltfe:
‘forehead’, kalgan ‘mirror’, gal dzaN ‘mosquito’, gulte: ‘strength’, ?a
[tfa: ‘tomorrow’, tfilnu: ‘yesterday’, ?itlta: ‘you (pl.)’
000f LLL-H guri:l ‘lightning’,
Tetramoraic
Phonemic | Phonetic Example
[O0O00 | HHHH [jugakiti ‘evening’, [jikkkwa ‘nephew’, [tembusu ‘navel’, [ ci:bi:
atonic ‘everyday’,
3rd-mora | LLHH ¢iti [ miti ‘morning’, ?atulkata ‘trace’, kukulnutfi ‘nine’, saklkwi:
rising ‘cough’, utlti: ‘day before yesterday’, ?e:/dzu: ‘friend’, ¢i:l dza: ‘goat’,
tam/me: ‘grandfather’, pa:lpa: ‘grandmother’, mi:/mi: ‘hole’, jam[me:
‘illness’, ?am/ma: ‘mother’, mi:lkkwa ‘niece’, ka:lga: ‘shadow’, tfo:
[re: ‘sibling’, kw:lba: ‘spider’, sa:lta: ‘sugar’, ?i:ltfu: ‘thread’, nu:lri:
‘throat’, watlta: ‘we’, ni:l fe: ‘youth’, ba:ltfi: ‘aunt’, tfo:re: ‘siblings’,
gu:san ‘cane’, mi:[nara ‘tear’, kan/nai ‘thunder’, me:/natfi ‘everyday’,
wan ! kuru ‘myself’, udzalsa: ‘uncle’, uba/ma: ‘aunt’, wara/ba: ‘child’,
?utulge: ‘chin’, garalsa: ‘crow’, tufil?wi: ‘elder’, 2u¢ulttfu ‘adult’,
wakalmun ‘youth’,
final LLLH ?mme:! fi ‘chopsticks’,
rising

other longer words

[O0000
0000!0
00000
00000
000000
Ooo' o0

0Ol0000

[kufinagani ‘back of body’, ?ukuigata ‘funeral’

jinagunl gwa ‘daughter’, jikigan/gwa ‘son’

?atabil tfa: ‘frog’, karadsil gi: ‘hair of head’, ?amamuti: ‘yonder?’

hafirul gutfi ‘door; lodging’, jikigal ?uja ‘father’

?azke: [ dzu: ‘dragonfly’

?uke:[me: ‘rice porridge’

?ul pumTma: ‘aunt’,

jikigawara bi ‘son’




