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Ōjima dialect of Okinawa Ryukyuan 
 
 
Subgroup: South Okinawan, Northern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Ōjima dialect is spoken on the island of Ōjima, Okinawa. 
Data source:  Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirō Ōshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryūkyū Sakishima  
   hōgen no sōgō-teki kenkyū [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the  
   Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tōkyōdō. 
 
 

 
Overview of Ōjima accent 
 
 Monomoraic 
  final accent    [H-L] 
 
 Bimoraic 
  initial-mora accent  [HL] 
  final-mora accent  [LH-L] 
 
 Trimoraic 
  initial-mora accent  [HLL] 
  second-mora accent  [LHL] 
  final-mora accent accent [LHH-L] 
 

 
 
Monomoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

final 
accnet 

H-L k'wa˥ ‘child’, 

 
Bimoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

initial-mora HL-L ku ̥˥ʃi ~ ku˥ʃi ‘back of body’, Fe˥ː ‘ash’, çi˥tʃa ‘below’, tu˥i ‘bird’, tʃi˥ː 
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‘blood’, ha˥ku ‘box’, ju˥da ‘branch’, ju˥mi ‘bride’, ha˥ʃi ‘bridge; 
ladder’, ʔa˥dʒa ‘bruise’, tʃi˥bi ‘buttock, rear end’, nu˥nu ‘cloth’, kadu˥ 
LH ‘corner’, ʔi˥ju ‘fish’, tʃi˥ri ‘fog’, Fi ̥˥sa ‘foot/leg’, du˥ʃi ‘friend’, 
da˥bi ‘funeral’, ki˥ː ‘hair’, ku˥ma ‘here’, mu˥ʃi ‘insect’, ʔu˥ri ‘it’, 
tʃi˥bu ‘jar, pot’, Fa˥ː ‘leaf’, Fu ̥˥ta ‘lid’, ku ̥˥tʃi ‘mouth’, Fi˥dʒi 
‘mustache; beard’, ku˥dʒi ‘nail’, tʃi˥mi ‘nail, claw’, Fu˥su ‘navel’, 
ku˥bi ‘neck’, ni˥ʃi ‘north’, ha˥na ‘nose’, na˥ma ‘now’, ka˥ː ‘river’, 
mi˥tʃi ‘road’, Fu˥ː ‘sail’, ʃi˥na ‘sand’, sa˥ni ‘seed’, ti˥ɴ ‘sky’, ha˥bu 
‘snake’, ʔu˥tu ‘sound’, ʔi˥ː ‘stomach’, ʔi˥ʃi ‘stone’, na˥tʃi ‘summer’, 
tu˥ː ‘ten’, ʔa˥nu ‘that (mod.)’, ʔa˥ri ‘that (nom.)’, ʔm˥ma / ʔu˥nu / 
ʔa˥ma ‘there’, ku˥nu ‘this (mod.)’, ku˥ri ‘this (nom.)’, ta˥bi ‘travel’, 
ʔwi˥ː ‘up, above’, mu˥ra ‘village’, mi˥dʒi ‘water’, ka˥ː ‘well’, ʔi˥tʃi 
‘when’, ta˥ː ‘who’, tu˥dʒi ‘wife’, ka˥dʒi ‘wind’, ha˥ni ‘wing’, Fu˥ju 
‘winter’, ʃi˥wa ‘worry’, ki˥dʒi ‘wound’, na˥ː / ʔja˥ː ‘you’, ʔa˥dʒi 
‘taste’ 

final-mora
  

LH-L ʔudi˥ LH ‘arm’, mami˥ LH ‘bean’, wata˥ LH ‘belly: intestine’, ʔita˥ 
LH ‘board’, funi˥ LH ‘boat’, Funi˥ LH ‘bone’, tʃiː˥ ‘breast; milk’, 
ʔitʃi˥ LH ‘breath’, kumu˥ LH ‘cloud’, ʔiru˥ LH ‘color’, ʔiɴ˥ ‘dog’, 
mimi˥ LH ‘ear’, kuɡa˥ LH ‘egg’, ʃidʒa˥ LH ‘elder’, miː˥ ‘eye’, tʃira˥ 
LH ‘face; cheeks’, suː˥ ‘father’, haru˥ LH ~ moː˥ ‘field, plain’, ʔiːbi˥ 
‘finger’, hana˥ LH ‘flower’, meː˥ ‘front’, tʃiɴ˥ ‘garment’, kami˥ LH 
‘god’, ku ̥sa˥ LH ‘grass’, tiː˥ ‘hand’, nitʃi˥ ‘heat’, ʔadu˥ LH ‘heel’, 
ʔana˥ LH ‘hole’, ʔmma˥ LH ‘horse’, jaː˥ ‘house’, waɴ˥ ‘I’, ʃima˥ LH 
‘island; hamlet’, dʒiː˥ ‘land’, naka˥ ‘middle, inside’, ʔawa˥ LH 
‘millet’, tʃi ̥tʃi˥ LH ‘moon’, jama˥ LH ‘mountain’, duru˥ LH ‘mud’, 
duː˥ ‘myself’, hai˥ ‘needle’, ʃiː˥ ‘nest’, ʔami˥ LH ‘net’, juru˥ LH 
‘night’, tʃui˥ ‘one person’, Fu ̥ka˥ LH ‘outside’, nabi˥ LH ‘pan; pot’, 
ʔuja˥ LH ‘parent’, tani˥ LH ‘penis’, ʔwaː˥ ‘pig’, haja˥ LH ‘pillar’, niː˥ 
‘plant root’, duku˥ LH ‘poison’, ʔami˥ LH ‘rain’, kumi˥ LH ‘rice’, 
ʔnni˥ LH ‘rice (as a crop), taː˥ ‘rice’, tʃina˥ LH ‘rope’, masu˥ LH 
‘salt’, ʔumi˥ LH ‘sea’, ʃini˥ LH ‘shn’, kata˥ LH ‘shoulder’, kaː˥ ‘skin, 
peel, fur’, nːtʃa˥ ‘soil’ (3 moras?), muku˥ LH ‘son-in-law’, ʃiru˥ LH 
‘soup’, Feː˥ ‘south’, Fu ̥ʃi˥ LH ‘star’, tida˥ LH ‘sun’, ʔmmu˥ LH 
‘sweet potato’, nada˥ LH ‘tear’, mumu˥ LH ‘thigh’, munu˥ LH 
‘thing’, tu ̥tʃi˥ LH ‘time’, tsuː˥ ‘today’, ʔatʃa˥ LH ‘tomorrow’, ʃiba˥ LH 
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‘tongue’, Faː˥ ‘tooth’, ʔatu˥ LH ‘trace’, kiː˥ ‘tree’, hoː˥ ‘vagina’, kwiː˥ 
‘voice’, nami˥ LH ‘wave’, nuː˥ ‘what’, maː˥ ‘where’, dzuri˥ LH 
‘which (nom.)’, tuʃ̥i˥ LH ‘year’, Fiː˥ ‘fart’, Fiː˥ ‘fire’ 

    
Trimoraic   

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

initial-mora 
 

HLL n˥ːni ‘chest’, ʔa˥ɡari ‘east’, ja˥ːtʃi ‘eight’, ju˥ːtʃi ‘four’, u˥ːtu 
‘husband’, ʔe˥ːda ‘interval’, no˥ːdʒi ‘rainbow’, ni˥dʒiri ‘right’, ʃi˥ruʃi 
‘sign’, mu˥ːtʃi ‘six’, ki˥nʃi ‘smoke’, mi˥ːtʃi ‘three’, t'a˥ːtʃi ‘two’, ʔi˥riː 
‘west’, ʔa˥kubi ‘yawn’, 

2nd-mora LHL maː˥i ‘around’, tʃin˥ʃi ‘knee’, kata˥tʃi ̥ LHL ‘shape’, tʃi ̥tʃa˥ra LHL 
‘strength’, 

final-mora LHH-L Fu ̥kuru˥ LHH ‘bag’, ʔuːbi˥ ‘belt’, zʃiba˥ ‘beside’, uːki˥ ‘bucket’, 
ɡusaɴ˥ LHH ‘cane’, majaː˥ ‘cat’, ʔmeːʃi˥ ‘chipsticks’, ʔitʃi ̥ku˥ LHH 
‘cousine’, ʔasati˥ LHH ‘day after tomorrow’, çiruma˥ LHH ‘daytime’, 
haʃiru˥ LHH ‘’, ku ̥sui˥ LHH ‘drug’, winaɡu˥ LHH ‘female’, ʔiritʃi˥ 
LHH ‘fish scale’, ʔitʃi ̥tʃi˥ LHH ‘five’, ʔmmaɡa˥ ‘grandchld’, ʔusumeː˥ 
LHHH ‘grandfather’, tʃiburu˥ LHH ‘haed’, ku ̥kuru˥ ‘heart’, nindʒiɴ˥ 
‘human’, boːtʃi˥ ‘illness’, Fidʒeː˥ LHH ‘left’, jukuʃi˥ LHH ‘lie’, Fudiː˥ 
LHH ‘lightning’, sanadʒi˥ LHH ‘loincloth’, wikiɡa˥ LHH ‘male’, 
ʃiːʃi˥ ‘meat’, kaɡaɴ˥ LHH ‘mirror’, ʔuːʃi˥ ‘mortar’, ʔamma˥ ‘mother’, 
ʔwentʃu˥ ‘mouse’, noːdʒi˥ ‘name’, ʔweːku˥ ‘oar’, ʔanda˥ ‘oil’, t'iːtʃi˥ 
‘one’, makai˥ LHH ‘rice bowl’, ʔukeː˥ ‘rice porridge’, nanatʃi˥ LHH 
‘seven’, kaːɡi˥ ‘shadow, shade’, uːdʒi˥ ‘sugar cane’, nusudu˥ ‘thief’, 
ʔitʃuː˥ LHH ‘thread’, nudiː˥ LHH ‘throat’, ʃindʒu˥ ‘tomb’, wattaː˥ 
‘we’, ɡudʒira˥ LHH ‘whale’, dʒunnu˥ ‘which (mod.)’, tʃinuː˥ LHH 
‘yesterday’, ʔuttu˥ ‘younger sibling’, ʔabaː˥ ‘older sister’ 

       
Tetramoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

2nd-mora LHLL Fidʒi˥ɡura LHLL ‘elbow’, wiː˥kkwa ‘nephew’,  
final-mora LHHH ʔuFuttʃu˥ LHHH ‘adult’, ubamaː˥ LHHH ‘aunt’, tʃoːdeː˥ ‘brother’, 

ʔutuɡeː˥ LHHH ‘chin’, miːʔuʃi˥ ‘cow’, ɡarasaː˥ LHHH ‘crow’, sakkui˥ 
LHHH ‘cough’, uttiː˥ LHHH ‘day before yesterday’, jusandi˥ LHHH 
‘evening’, meːnitʃi˥ ‘everday’, miːmaju˥ ‘eyebrow’, haːmeː˥ 
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‘grandmother’, çi ̥timiti˥ LHHH ‘morning’, miːkkwa˥ ‘niece’, 
kukunutʃi˥ LHHH ‘nine’, ʃimpeː˥ ‘saliva’, saːtaː˥ ‘sugar’, jakkwaɴ˥ 
‘testicles’, kannai˥ ‘thunder’, kaːmiː˥ ‘turtle’, udʒasaː˥ LHHH ‘uncle’, 
nattaː˥ / ʔittaː˥ ‘you (plural)’, wakattʃu˥ LHHH ‘youth’ 

       
   
others -------- 
OOOOO˥ winaɡuŋɡwa˥ LHHHH ‘daughter’, ʔaːtabiː˥ ‘frog’, wikiɡaŋɡwa˥ LHHHH ‘son’ 
OO˥OOO  ʃi ̥ʃi˥Fiŋɡu LHLLL ‘soot’  
OOOO˥OO watamiː˥muɴ LHHHLL ‘intestine’ 

 
 
 


