Oura dialect of Miyako Ryukyuan

Subgroup: Southern Ryukyuan

Location: Oura dialect is spoken in the community of Oura on the island of Miyako.

Data source: Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirdo Oshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryiikyi Sakishima
hogen no sogo-teki kenkyii [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the

Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tokyodo.

Overview of Oura accent

Bimorai
atonic [LH, HH]
initial-mora accent [HL]
fina-mora accent [LH-L, HH-L]

Trimoraic
atonic [LHH, HHH]
first-mora accent [HLL]
second-mora accent [LHL]

Tetramoraic
atonic [LHHH, HHHH]
first-mora accent [HLLL]
second-mora accent [LHLL]

Bimoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LH ?udi LH ‘arm’, mami LH ‘bean’, bata LH ‘belly; intestine’, ?itsa LH
‘board’, juda LH ‘branch’, tsisit LH ‘breast; milk’, jumi LH ‘birde’, pasi
LH ‘bridge; ladder’, ?adza LH ‘bruise’, tfibi LH ‘buttock, rear end’,
maju LH ‘cat’, mmi LH ‘chest’, nunu LH ‘cloth’, fumu LH ‘cloud’,




kadu LH ‘corner’, jadu LH ‘door; lodging’, pidzi LH ‘elbow’, maju LH
‘eyebrow’, #u LH ‘fish’, pana LH ‘flower’, dabi LH ‘funeral’, ssa LH
‘grass’, pigi LH ‘hair’, kimu LH ‘heart’, ?adu LH ‘heel’, kuma LH
‘here’, ?ana LH ‘hole’, numa LH ‘horse’, pitu LH ‘human’, butu LH
‘husband’, musi LH ‘insect’, bata LH ‘intestine’, sima LH ‘island;
hamlet’, ?agu LH ‘jaw’, fyta LH ‘lid’, kysi LH ‘loins’, tsiki LH ‘moon’,
mma LH ‘mother’, jama LH ‘mountain’, futsi LH ‘mouth’, duru LH
‘mud’, pigi LH ‘mustache; beard’, fugi LH ‘nail’, tsimi LH ‘nail, claw’,
fugi LH ‘neck’, ssi LH ‘nest’, nisi LH ‘north’, pana LH ‘nose’, ?uja LH
‘parent’, mara LH ‘penis’, ?ami LH ‘rain’, mtsi LH ‘road’, tsina LH
‘rope’, sani LH ‘seed’, nta LH ‘soil’, ?utu LH ‘sound’, pusu LH ‘star’,
bata LH ‘stomach’, ?isi LH ‘stone’, natsi LH ‘summer’, nada LH ‘tear’,
kanu LH ‘that (distal mod.)’, unu LH ‘that (mesial mod.)’, uma LH
‘there’, kama LH ‘over there’, munu LH ‘thing’, kunu LH ‘this (mod.)’,
kui HH ‘this’, ?atsa LH ‘tomorrow’, ?ida LH ‘tongue’, ?atu LH ‘trace’,
tabi LH ‘travel’, kami LH ‘turtle’, mura LH ‘village’, ?itsi LH ‘when’,
dza LH ‘where’, taru LH ‘who’, tudzi LH ‘wife’, kadzi LH ‘wind’, pani
LH ‘wing’, fuju LH ‘winter’, tusi LH ‘year’

HH

tut HH ‘bird’, fa: HH ‘child’, min HH ‘ear’, ?a:i HH ‘east’, mi: H
‘eye’!, pi: HH ‘fart’, ia HH ‘father’, nu: HH ‘field, plain’, ki: HH ‘fog’,
kin HH ‘garment’, kam HH ‘god’, ti: HH ‘hand’, ja: HH ‘house’, ban
HH ‘I’, ?ui HH ‘it’, dzi: HH ‘land’, pa: HH ‘leaf’, ?a: HH ‘millet’, du:
HH ‘myself’, na: HH ‘name’, wa: HH ‘pig’, mai HH ‘rice’, ka: HH
‘river’, pu: HH ‘sail’, ka: HH ‘skin, peel, fur’, tix. HH ‘sky’, tu: HH
‘ten’, kai HH ‘that (distal)’, ui HH ‘that (mesial)’, kju: HH ‘today’, pa:
HH ‘tomb’, ki: HH ‘tree’, nan HH ‘wave’, ka: HH ‘well’, ?ii HH
‘west’, ndzi HH ‘which’, tsinu HH ‘yesterday’, vva HH ‘you’, ?in HH
‘dog’, mai HH ‘rice (as a crop)’, juv HH °‘rice porridge’, pav HH

‘snake’, m: HH ‘sweet potato’,

initial-mora | HL

bulba ‘aunt’, fu'lni ‘boat’, pu'ni ‘bone’, palku ‘box’, ?ilki ‘breath’, mil:
‘eye’?, palri ‘field, plain’, palgi ‘foot/leg’, dulsi ‘friend’, mali ‘front’,

" There are two entries for ‘eye’ with different accent marks —one on page 224 is atonic and the other on page 361 is

initial-accent.
2 See footnote 1 above.




niltsi ‘heat’, jaln ‘illness’, balfi ‘interval’, tsilbu ‘jar, pot’, nal:
‘middle, inside’, ?ulsi ‘mortar’, pili ‘needle’, juli ‘night’, pulka LH®

‘outside’, nalbi ‘pan; pot’, palra ‘pillar’, nil: ‘plant root’, dulku
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‘poison’, tal: ‘rice field’, ?ilm ‘sea’, kalgi ‘shadow’, mulku

‘son-in-law’, silru ‘soup’, pali ‘south’, salta ‘sugar’, tilda ‘sun’, ?aldzi
‘taste’, talni ‘testicles’, iltsu ‘thread’, nuldu ‘throat’, pal: ‘tooth’, kuli

‘voice’, nol: ‘what’, buldza ‘uncle’

final-mora

LH-L

?irul LH ‘color’, tukil LH ‘time’, midzil LH ‘water’

HH-L

?an1 HH ‘net’

Trimoraic nouns

Phonemic

Phonetic

Example

atonic

LHH

fukuru LHH °‘bag’, sitawra LHH ‘below’, supagi LHH ‘belt’, kjo:dai
‘sibling’, piruma LHH ‘daytime’, midum LHH ‘female’, ?isiki LHH ‘fish
scale’, manata LHH °‘frog’, nnagu LHH °‘sand’, kiffu LHH ‘smoke’,
tsikara LHH ‘strength’, mumani LHH ‘thigh’, bigara LHH ‘vagina’,
?afuki LHH ‘yawn’, nusitu ‘thief’, kagan ‘mirror’, sirusi ‘sign’, ?utsitu

‘younger sibling’

HHH

jaitst HHH ‘eight’, ju:itsi HHH “four’, fi:si HHH ‘meat’, 2avva HHH ‘oil’,
m:tsi HHH ‘six’, mi:tsi HHH ‘three’, ?0:bi ‘up, above’

1st-mora

HLL

mali ‘around’, ?alsiti ‘day after tomorrow’, pildai ‘left’, mjul:i ‘niece’,

fulssi ‘soot’, mjuli ‘nephew’

2nd-mora

LHL

ha:ltsi ‘blood’, ?u:lki ‘bucket’, gufaln ‘cane’, ?itsilfu ‘cousin’, ?uilbi
‘finger’, ?itsiltsi ‘five’, m:Tbu ‘navel’, n:lgi ‘right’, ma:lsu ‘salt’, bu:lgi
‘sugar cane’, ?anlga ‘sister’

garalsa LHL ‘crow’, ssuli LHL ‘drug’, tunalka LHL ‘egg’, mipalna LHL
‘face; cheeks’, mmalga LHL ‘grandchild’, tsigalsi LHL ‘knee’, daralfu
LHL ‘lie’, pikali LHL ‘lightning’, sanalgi LHL ‘loincloth’, jumulnu
LHL ‘mouse’, nnalma LHL ‘now’, iulku: ‘oar’, makali LHL ‘rice bowl’,
nanaltsi LHL ‘seven’, kataltsi LHL ‘shape’, bagal: LHL ‘we’, kud3ilra
LHL ‘whale’, fiwal: LHL ‘worry’, vdal: LHL ‘you (pl.)’

’ Hirayama, etc. (1967:220) analyzes this as O10 phonemically. However, its phonetic pitch shape is LH due to the
devoiced vowel in the initial syllable.
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Tetramoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example
atonic LHHH karapai LHHH ‘ash’, bikidum LHHH ‘male’, karasini LHHH ‘shin’,
fytaitst LHHH ‘two’, bakamunu LHHH ‘youth’
HHHH ?uipitu HHHH ‘elder’, timpav HHHH ‘rainbow’, kannai HHHH
‘thunder’
Ist-mora | HLLL bultsitui ‘day before yesterday’
2nd-mora | LHLL ?upulpitu LHLL ‘adult’, situlgai LHLL ‘chin’, mmjalisi ‘chopsticks’,

?isalgu: LHLL ‘cough’, mi:lusi ‘cow’, jusalrabi LHLL ‘evening’,
mmo litst LHLL ‘fire’, ?utuliza ‘grandfather’, ?2utulmma ‘grandmother’,
kanalmai LHLL ‘head’, situlmuti LHLL ‘morning’, katalpata LHLL
‘near by, beside’, pitilitst LHLL ‘one’, kukulnutsi LHLL ‘nine’,
dzibalkisi LHLL ‘saliva’, katalmusi LHLL ‘shoulder’, mailnitsi

‘everyday’

Others: tafylkja: HHLL

‘one person’, midunlfa: ‘duaghter’, bikidun'fa: ‘son’




