Sonai dialect of Yaeyama Ryukyuan

Subgroup: Southern Ryukyuan

Location: Sonai is spoken in the hamlet or community of Sonai on the island of Iriomote,
Yaeyama.

Data source: Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirdo Oshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryiikyi Sakishima
hogen no sogo-teki kenkyii [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the

Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tokyodo.

Note: There is a discrepancy in the data regarding accent marking. For example, words with LLH

are LLL-H when followed by -du, and LLL-LH when with -ndu on page 47.

Fufiri LLH ‘medicine’
Fuyfiri-du LLL-H ~  Fuyfiri-ndu LLL-LH ‘medicine (sub.)’

On the other hand, in the vocabulary list (pp.193-504), it is listed as Fufiril LLH with ‘1" at the end
of the word, indicating an accent on the final mora. We assume words with ‘1" at the end of the

word are ‘final rising’ and the accentual domain of the words includes a particle.

Overview of Sonai accent
Bimoraic
atonic [LL]
falling [HL]
rising [LH ~ LL-H]
Trimoraic
atonic [LLL]
first-mora accent [HLL]
second-mora accent [LHL]
rising [LH ~ LL-H]
Tetramoraic
atonic [LLLL]




second-mora accent [LHLL]
third-mora accent [LLHL]
rising [LLLH ~ LLLL-H]

Bimoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LL pai ‘ash’, fita ‘below’, tfi: ‘blood’, paku ‘box’, juda ‘branch’, jumi ‘bride’,
pafi ‘bridge; ladder’, ?adza ‘bruise, birthmark’, tfipi ‘buttock, rear end’,
muni ‘chest’, Fa: ‘child’, nunu ‘cloth’, kadu ‘corner, edge’, ?ari ‘east’, beha
‘father’, ?iju ‘fish’, kifi ‘fog’, dufi ‘friend’, mai ‘front’, dabi ‘funeral’, kan
‘god’, pa: ‘grandmother’, ki: ‘hair’, kuma ‘here’, ja: ‘house’, pitu ‘human,
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person’, butu ‘husband’, ?uri ‘it’, tfipu ‘jar, pot’, dzina ‘land’, pa: ‘leaf’,
Futa ‘lid’, f{i: ~ kuy(j ‘loin’, naka ‘middle, inside’, ?a: ‘millet’, bupa ‘mother’,
Futfi ‘mouth’, duru ‘mud’, pini ‘mustache; beard’, du: ‘oneself’, Fui ‘nail’,
t{imi ‘nail, claw’, na: ‘name’, pysu ‘navel’, bui ‘nephew; niece’, fi: ‘nest’,
nifi ‘north’, pana ‘nose’, mai ‘rice’, ban ‘rice bow!’, kai ‘rice porridge’, niri
‘night’, mitfi ‘road’, pu: ‘sail’, fina ‘sand’, tin ‘sky’, pabu ‘snake’, ?utu
‘sound’, pai ‘south’, pufi ‘star’, ?ifi ‘stone’, nat{i ‘summer’, ?ad3i ‘taste’, tu:
‘ten’, Furi ‘testicle’, kanu ‘that (distal mod.)’, ?unu ‘that (mesial mod.)’, kari
‘that (distal)’, ?uri ‘that (mesial)’, ?uma ‘there’, kama ‘over there’, kunu
‘this (mod.)’, kuyri ‘this’, kju: ‘today’, tabi ‘travel’, ?ui ‘up, above’, mura
‘village’, mitfj ‘water’, ka: ‘well’, ?iri ‘west’, ?it{i ‘when’, dza: ‘where’, ta:
‘who’, tutfi ‘wife’, kadszi ‘wind’, pani ‘wing’, Fuju ‘winter’, fitba ‘worry’,

kitfi ‘wound’, ?ura ‘you (polite)’, nu: ‘field’

falling HL ?ilki ‘breath’, palfi ‘chopsticks’, miln ‘ear’, pil: ‘fart’, pil: ‘fire’, pali
‘foot/leg’, mal: ‘granchild’, til: ‘hand’, ?ulfi ‘mortar’, palri ‘needle’, ?aln
‘net’, nil: ‘plant root’, toltfi ‘rainbow’, tal: ‘rice field’, kali ‘shadow’, ka':
‘skin, peel, fur’, ?il: ‘stomach’, kil: ‘tree’, kuli ‘voice’, nalN ‘wave’, pal:

‘tooth’

rising LH ~ ?udil LH ‘arm’, ?abul LH ‘aunt’, mamil LH ‘bean’, badal LH ‘belly;
LL-H intestine’, subal LH ‘beside’, ?ital LH ‘board’, Fynil LH ‘boat’, punil LH
‘bone’, tfail LH ‘breast; milk’, ?ugil LH ‘bucket’, majal LH ‘cat’, Fymul
LH ‘cloud’, ?irul LH ‘color’, sagol LH ‘cough’, ?inul LH ‘dog’, jadul LH




‘door; lodging’, tunol LH ‘egg’, fidzal LH °‘elder’, jupal LH ‘evening’,
majul LH ‘eyebrow’, tfiral LH ‘face; cheek’, ?ibil LH ‘finger’, ?irjal LH
‘fish scale’, kinul LH ‘garment’, Fusal LH ‘grass’, panal ‘flower’, nit{il LH
‘heat’, ?adul LH ‘heel’, ?anal LH ‘hole’, mmal LH ‘horse’, banul LH ‘I’,
badal LH ‘intestine’, {imal LH ‘island; hamlet’, sapal LH ‘loincloth’, nikul
LH ‘meat’, tfikil LH ‘moon’, nubil LH ‘neck’, jurul LH ‘night’, minal LH
‘now’, jaFul LH ‘oar’, Fykal LH ‘outside’, nabil LH ‘pan; pot’, ?ujal LH
‘parent’, maral LH ‘penis’, dukul LH ‘poison’, ?amil LH ‘rain’, paral LH
‘pillar’, ?inil LH ‘rice (as a crop)’, tfinal LH ‘rope’, tfipal LH ‘saliva’,
masul LH °‘salt’, tanil LH ‘seed’, {inil LH °‘shin’, katal LH ‘shoulder’,
dzinal LH ‘soil’, mukul LH ‘son-in-law, bridegroom’, {ifil LH ‘soot’, firul
LH ‘soup’, satal LH ‘sugar’, mmul LH ‘sweet potato’, mumul LH ‘thigh’,
munul LH ‘thing’, ?itul LH ‘thread’, nudul LH ‘throat’, tykil LH ‘time’,
pakal LH ‘tomb’, ?atsal LH ‘tomorrow’, {ital LH ‘tongue’, ?atul LH ‘trace’,
kamil LH ‘turtle’, giral LH ‘vagina’, dzarul LH ‘which’, tufil LH ‘year’,
kinul LH ‘yesterday’, nikul LH ‘meat, flesh’, tfikil LH ‘moon’, nu:1 ‘what’,
fidzal LH ‘older sister/brother’

Trimoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LLL mari ‘around’, ?itfiFu ‘cousin’, pisan ‘daytime’, pittfi ‘elbow’, tfipufi
‘knee’, bidun ‘male’, jamana ‘mountain’, kawra ‘river’, ssuna ‘sea’, firufi
‘sign’, kibufi ‘smoke’, bapkja ‘we’, ?aburi ‘yawn’, ?usakja ‘you (pl. polite)’,
bidun ‘male, man’, pitiri ‘lightning’’'

Ist-mora | HLL mi Intfi ‘eye’

2nd-mora | LHL gusaln LHL ‘cane’, garalfi LHL ‘crow’, patel: LHL ‘cultivated field’,
pidalri LHL ‘left’, kakultfi LHL ‘lower jaw’, kagaln LHL ‘mirror’, pitulri
LHL ‘one person’, nanaltfi LHL ‘seven’, katalt{i LHL ‘shape’, tfikalra
LHL ‘strength’, mi:lt{i ‘three’, kakultfi LHL ‘lower jaw’, kagaln LHL
‘mirror’, miduIN ‘female’, mu:tfi ‘six’, ja:ltfi ‘eight’, ju:1t(i ‘four’

rising LLH ~ | Fykurul LLH ‘bag’, fikubil LLH ‘belt’, ?utudzal LLH ‘brother/sister

LLL-H | sibling’, {ifail LLH ‘daughter’, ?afitil LLH ‘day after tomorrow’, bufjtil

LLH ‘day before yesterday’, Fufiril LLH ‘drug’, ?abutal LLH ‘frog’,
dzabural LLH ‘head’, kukurul LLH ‘heart’, jukufil LLH ‘lie’, ?0idzal LLH

" Tt is described as LHH. Based on the whole analysis given, it is probably an atonic word with phonetically LLL.
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‘mouse’, ?abural LLH ‘oil’, kittsal LLH ‘sugar cane’, ti:dal LLH ‘sun’,
naidal LLH ‘tear’, budza:1 LLH ‘uncle’, kudziral LLH ‘whale’

Tetramoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LLLL ?uFupitu  ‘adult’, pimpin ‘everyday’, ?ufumai ‘grandfather’, kandari
‘thunder’, Futa:tfi ‘two’, ?utfitwd: ‘younger brother’, bagamunu ‘youth’,
?urandza ‘you (brusque)’

2nd-mora | LHLL 2itfil:t(i LHLL ‘five’

3rd-mora | LLHL miulfi LLHL ‘cow’, kukunult{i LHHL ‘nine’, piti:1t{i LHHL ‘one’

rising LLLH ~ | ?ainakal LLLH ‘interval’, {ituntal LLLH ‘morning’, komni:1 LLLH ‘son’,

LLLL-H | nifituril LLLH ‘thief’
others -------------

adjective, verbs, etc.

nachal~v LLHL ‘long’,

?usandzakja ‘you pl. (brusque)’




