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Sonai dialect of Yaeyama Ryukyuan 
 
 
Subgroup: Southern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Sonai is spoken in the hamlet or community of Sonai on the island of Iriomote,  

Yaeyama.  
Data source:  Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirō Ōshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryūkyū Sakishima  

hōgen no sōgō-teki kenkyū [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the 
Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tōkyōdō. 

 
Note: There is a discrepancy in the data regarding accent marking. For example, words with LLH 

are LLL-H when followed by -du, and LLL-LH when with -ndu on page 47. 
 

 Fuʃ̥iri   LLH        ‘medicine’  

  Fuʃ̥iri-du  LLL-H  ~  Fuʃ̥iri-ndu LLL-LH  ‘medicine (sub.)’  
 
On the other hand, in the vocabulary list (pp.193-504), it is listed as Fu ̥ʃiri˥ LLH with ‘˥’ at the end 
of the word, indicating an accent on the final mora. We assume words with ‘˥’ at the end of the 
word are ‘final rising’ and the accentual domain of the words includes a particle.  

 

 
Overview of Sonai accent 
 
 Bimoraic 
  atonic    [LL] 
  falling    [HL] 
  rising    [LH ~ LL-H] 
 
 Trimoraic 
  atonic    [LLL] 
  first-mora accent  [HLL] 
  second-mora accent  [LHL] 
  rising    [LH ~ LL-H] 
 
 Tetramoraic 
  atonic    [LLLL] 
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  second-mora accent  [LHLL] 
  third-mora accent  [LLHL] 
  rising    [LLLH ~ LLLL-H] 

 

 

 
Bimoraic nouns  

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LL pai ‘ash’, ʃi ̥ta ‘below’, tʃi ̥ː ‘blood’, pa ̥ku ‘box’, juda ‘branch’, jumi ‘bride’, 
pa ̥ʃi ̥ ‘bridge; ladder’, ʔadza ‘bruise, birthmark’, tʃi ̥pi ‘buttock, rear end’, 
muni ‘chest’, Faː ‘child’, nunu ‘cloth’, kadu ‘corner, edge’, ʔari ‘east’, beha 
‘father’, ʔiju ‘fish’, ki ̥ʃi ‘fog’, duʃi ‘friend’, mai ‘front’, dabi ‘funeral’, kaɴ 
‘god’, paː ‘grandmother’, kiː ‘hair’, ku ̥m̥a ‘here’, jaː ‘house’, pi ̥tu ‘human, 
person’, butu ‘husband’, ʔuri ‘it’, tʃi ̥pu ‘jar, pot’, dʒina ‘land’, paː ‘leaf’, 
Fu ̥ta ‘lid’, ʃʃiː ~ ku ̥ʃi ̥ ‘loin’, naka ‘middle, inside’, ʔaː ‘millet’, buɲa ‘mother’, 
Fu ̥tʃi ‘mouth’, duru ‘mud’, pi ̥n ̥i ‘mustache; beard’, duː ‘oneself’, Fui ‘nail’, 
tʃi ̥m̥i ‘nail, claw’, naː ‘name’, pu ̥su ‘navel’, bui ‘nephew; niece’, ʃi ̥ː ‘nest’, 
niʃi ‘north’, pa ̥n ̥a ‘nose’, mai ‘rice’, baɴ ‘rice bowl’, kai ‘rice porridge’, niri 
‘night’, mitʃi ̥ ‘road’, puː ‘sail’, ʃi ̥n ̥a ‘sand’, tiɴ ‘sky’, pabu ‘snake’, ʔutu 
‘sound’, pai ‘south’, pu ̥ʃi ̥ ‘star’, ʔiʃi ‘stone’, natʃi ̥ ‘summer’, ʔadʒi ‘taste’, tuː 
‘ten’, Furi ‘testicle’, ka ̥n ̥u ‘that (distal mod.)’, ʔunu ‘that (mesial mod.)’, ka ̥ri ̥ 
‘that (distal)’, ʔuri ‘that (mesial)’, ʔuma ‘there’, ka ̥m̥a ‘over there’, ku ̥n ̥u 
‘this (mod.)’, ku ̥r̥i ‘this’, kjuː ‘today’, tabi ‘travel’, ʔui ‘up, above’, mura 
‘village’, mitʃi ̥ ‘water’, kaː ‘well’, ʔiri ‘west’, ʔitʃi ̥ ‘when’, dzaː ‘where’, taː 
‘who’, tu ̥tʃi ‘wife’, kadʒi ‘wind’, pa ̥n ̥i ‘wing’, Fuju ‘winter’, ʃiːba ‘worry’, 
kitʃi ̥ ‘wound’, ʔura ‘you (polite)’, nuː ‘field’ 

falling HL ʔi˥ki ̥ ‘breath’, pa˥ʃi ̥ ‘chopsticks’, mi˥ɴ ‘ear’, pi˥ː ‘fart’, pi ̥˥ː ‘fire’, pa˥i 
‘foot/leg’, ma˥ː ‘granchild’, ti˥ː ‘hand’, ʔu˥ʃi ̥ ‘mortar’, pa˥ri ‘needle’, ʔa˥ɴ 
‘net’, ni˥ː ‘plant root’, to˥tʃi ̥ ‘rainbow’, ta˥ː ‘rice field’, ka˥i ‘shadow’, ka˥ː 
‘skin, peel, fur’, ʔi˥ː ‘stomach’, ki˥ː ‘tree’, ku˥i ‘voice’, na˥ɴ ‘wave’, pa˥ː 
‘tooth’ 

rising LH ~ 
LL-H 

ʔudi˥ LH ‘arm’, ʔabu˥ LH ‘aunt’, mami˥ LH ‘bean’, bada˥ LH ‘belly; 
intestine’, suba˥ LH ‘beside’, ʔita˥ LH ‘board’, Fu ̥n ̥i˥ LH ‘boat’, pu ̥n ̥i˥ LH 
‘bone’, tʃaː̃˥ LH ‘breast; milk’, ʔuɡi˥ LH ‘bucket’, maja˥ LH ‘cat’, Fu ̥m̥u˥ 
LH ‘cloud’, ʔiru˥ LH ‘color’, saɡo˥ LH ‘cough’, ʔinu˥ LH ‘dog’, jadu˥ LH 
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‘door; lodging’, tu ̥n ̥o˥ LH ‘egg’, ʃidza˥ LH ‘elder’, juɲa˥ LH ‘evening’, 
maju˥ LH ‘eyebrow’, tʃi ̥ra˥ LH ‘face; cheek’, ʔibi˥ LH ‘finger’, ʔirja˥ LH 
‘fish scale’, ki ̥n ̥u˥ LH ‘garment’, Fu ̥sa˥ LH ‘grass’, pa ̥n ̥a˥ ‘flower’, nitʃi ̥˥ LH 
‘heat’, ʔadu˥ LH ‘heel’, ʔana˥ LH ‘hole’, mma˥ LH ‘horse’, banu˥ LH ‘I’, 
bada˥ LH ‘intestine’, ʃi ̥m̥a˥ LH ‘island; hamlet’, saɲa˥ LH ‘loincloth’, niku˥ 
LH ‘meat’, tʃi ̥ki˥ LH ‘moon’, nubi˥ LH ‘neck’, juru˥ LH ‘night’, mina˥ LH 
‘now’, jaFu˥ LH ‘oar’, Fu ̥ka˥ LH ‘outside’, nabi˥ LH ‘pan; pot’, ʔuja˥ LH 
‘parent’, mara˥ LH ‘penis’, duku˥ LH ‘poison’, ʔami˥ LH ‘rain’, pa ̥r̥a˥ LH 
‘pillar’, ʔini˥ LH ‘rice (as a crop)’, tʃi ̥n ̥a˥ LH ‘rope’, tʃi ̥pa˥ LH ‘saliva’, 
masu˥ LH ‘salt’, ta ̥n ̥i˥ LH ‘seed’, ʃi ̥n ̥i˥ LH ‘shin’, ka ̥ta˥ LH ‘shoulder’, 
dʒina˥ LH ‘soil’, muku˥ LH ‘son-in-law, bridegroom’, ʃi ̥ʃi˥ LH ‘soot’, ʃi ̥r̥u˥ 
LH ‘soup’, sa ̥ta˥ LH ‘sugar’, mmu˥ LH ‘sweet potato’, mumu˥ LH ‘thigh’, 
munu˥ LH ‘thing’, ʔitu˥ LH ‘thread’, nudu˥ LH ‘throat’, tu ̥ki˥ LH ‘time’, 
pa ̥ka˥ LH ‘tomb’, ʔatsa˥ LH ‘tomorrow’, ʃi ̥̥ta˥ LH ‘tongue’, ʔatu˥ LH ‘trace’, 
ka ̥m̥i˥ LH ‘turtle’, ɡira˥ LH ‘vagina’, dzaru˥ LH ‘which’, tu ̥ʃɨ˥ LH ‘year’, 
ki ̥n ̥u˥ LH ‘yesterday’, niku˥ LH ‘meat, flesh’, tʃi ̥ki˥ LH ‘moon’, nuː˥ ‘what’, 
ʃidza˥ LH ‘older sister/brother’ 

 
Trimoraic nouns 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LLL maːri ‘around’, ʔitʃi ̥Fu ‘cousin’, pi ̥saɴ ‘daytime’, pi ̥ttʃi ‘elbow’, tʃi ̥puʃi ̥ 
‘knee’, biduɴ ‘male’, jamana ‘mountain’, kaːra ‘river’, ssu ̥n ̥a ‘sea’, ʃi ̥r̥uʃi ̥ 
‘sign’, kibuʃi ̥ ‘smoke’, b ̥aŋkja ‘we’, ʔaburi ‘yawn’, ʔusakja ‘you (pl. polite)’, 
biduɴ ‘male, man’, pi ̥tiri ‘lightning’1 

1st-mora HLL mi˥ntʃi ̥ ‘eye’ 
2nd-mora LHL ɡusa˥ɴ LHL ‘cane’, ɡara˥ʃi ̥ LHL ‘crow’, pate˥ː LHL ‘cultivated field’, 

pida˥ri LHL ‘left’, ka ̥ku˥tʃi ̥ LHL ‘lower jaw’, kaɡa˥ɴ LHL ‘mirror’, pi ̥tu˥ri 
LHL ‘one person’, nana˥tʃi ̥ LHL ‘seven’, ka ̥ta˥tʃi ̥ LHL ‘shape’, tʃi ̥ka˥ra 
LHL ‘strength’, miː˥tʃi ̥ ‘three’, ka ̥ku˥tʃi ̥ LHL ‘lower jaw’, kaɡa˥ɴ LHL 
‘mirror’, midu˥ɴ ‘female’, muː˥tʃi ̥ ‘six’, jaː˥tʃi ̥ ‘eight’, juː˥tʃi ̥ ‘four’ 

rising LLH ~ 
LLL-H 

Fu ̥kuru˥ LLH ‘bag’, ʃi ̥kubi˥ LLH ‘belt’, ʔutudza˥ LLH ‘brother/sister 
sibling’, ʃi ̥ʃaː̃˥ LLH ‘daughter’, ʔaʃi ̥ti˥ LLH ‘day after tomorrow’, buʃi ̥ti˥ 
LLH ‘day before yesterday’, Fu ̥ʃiri˥ LLH ‘drug’, ʔabuta˥ LLH ‘frog’, 
dzabura˥ LLH ‘head’, ku ̥kuru˥ LLH ‘heart’, jukuʃ̥i˥ LLH ‘lie’, ʔoidza˥ LLH 

                                                
1 It is described as LHH. Based on the whole analysis given, it is probably an atonic word with phonetically LLL. 
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‘mouse’, ʔabura˥ LLH ‘oil’, kittsa˥ LLH ‘sugar cane’, tiːda˥ LLH ‘sun’, 
naːda˥ LLH ‘tear’, budzaː̃˥ LLH ‘uncle’, kudʒira˥ LLH ‘whale’ 

 
Tetramoraic nouns  

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LLLL ʔuFupi ̥tu ‘adult’, pimpiɴ ‘everyday’, ʔuʃumai ‘grandfather’, kandari 
‘thunder’, Fu ̥taːtʃi ̥ ‘two’, ʔutʃi ̥twaː̃ ‘younger brother’, baɡamunu ‘youth’, 
ʔurandza ‘you (brusque)’    

2nd-mora LHLL ʔitʃi˥ːtʃi ̥ LHLL ‘five’ 
3rd-mora LLHL miːu˥ʃi ̥ LLHL ‘cow’, ku ̥kunu˥tʃi ̥ LHHL ‘nine’, pɨ̥tiː˥tʃi ̥ LHHL ‘one’ 
rising LLLH ~ 

LLLL-H 
ʔainaka˥ LLLH ‘interval’, ʃi ̥tunta˥ LLLH ‘morning’, koːniː˥ LLLH ‘son’, 
niʃi ̥turi˥ LLLH ‘thief’ 

 

 

 

others ------------- 

adjective, verbs, etc. 

naːha˥ɴ LLHL ‘long’, 
  

ʔusandzakja ‘you pl. (brusque)’ 	  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


