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Taketomi dialect of Yaeyama Ryukyuan 
 
 
Subgroup: Southern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Taketomi dialect is spoken on the island of Taketomi, Yaeyama.  
Data source:  Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirō Ōshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryūkyū Sakishima  

hōgen no sōgō-teki kenkyū [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the 
Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tōkyōdō. 

 

 
Overview of Taketomi accent 
 
 Bimoraic 
  atonic [LL] 
  tonic  [LH-L] 
 
 Trimoraic 
  atonic [LLL] 
  tonic  [LLH ~ LHL-L] 
 
 Tetramoraic 

  atonic    [LHHH] 

  second-mora accent  [LHLL] 

  final-mora accent  [LLHH ~ LHLL-L] 
 

 
 
Bimoraic nouns 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LL pai ‘ash’, ʃi ̥ta ‘below’, tui ‘bird’, ʃiː ‘blood’, paku ‘box’, juda ‘branch’, 
ha ̥ʃi ‘bridge; ladder’, ʔadza ‘bruise, birthmark’, subi ‘buttock, rear end’, 
nni ‘chest’, Faː̃ ‘child’, nunu ‘cloth’, pidzɨ ‘elbow’, nuː ‘field, plain’, 
ʔidʒu ‘fish’, duʃi ‘friend’, maː̃ ‘grandchild’, kiː ‘hair’, pi ̥tu ‘person’, banu 
‘I’, muʃi ‘insect’ 

tonic LH-L ʔudi˥ ‘arm’, mami˥ ‘bean’, bata˥ ‘belly; intestines’, suba˥ ‘beside’, ʔita˥ 
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‘board’, Funi˥ ‘boat’, Funi˥ ‘boat’, tʃiː˥ ‘breast; milk’, ʔiʃi˥ ‘breath’, 
maja˥ ‘cat’, patʃi˥ ‘chopsticks’, Fumu˥ ‘cloud’, ʔiru˥ ‘color’, kadu˥ 
‘corner, edge’, hate˥ ‘cultivated field’, ʔiɴ˥ ‘dog’, jadu˥ ‘door, lodging’, 
miɴ˥ ‘ear’, miː˥ ‘eye’, majo˥ ‘eyebrow’, tsura˥ ‘face; cheeks’, piː˥ ‘fart’, 
ʔiːdʒa˥ ‘father’, ʔubi˥ ‘finger’, piː˥ ‘fire’, ʔiru˥ ‘fish scale’, hana˥ 
‘flower’, paɴ˥ ‘foot/leg’, mai˥ ‘front’, ʃiɴ˥ ‘garment’, kaɴ˥ ‘god’, ssa˥ 
‘grass’, tiː˥ ‘hand’, nitsɨ˥ ‘heat’, ʔadu˥ ‘heel’, kuma˥ ‘here’, ʔana˥ ‘hole’, 
jaː˥ ‘house’, butu˥ ‘husband’, jaɴ˥ ‘illness’ 

 
Trimoraic nouns 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LLL maːri ‘around’, juːmi ‘bride’, ʔitʃi ̥Fu ‘cousin’, ʔaː̃i ‘east’, jaːtsɨ ‘eight’, 
juːtsɨ ‘four’ 

tonic LLH ~ 
LHL-L 

bubaː̃˥ LLH ‘aunt’, Fu ̥kuru˥ LLH ‘bag’, Fu ̥kubi˥ LLH ‘belt’, buːki˥ LLH 
‘bucket’, ɡusaɴ˥ LLH ‘cane’, saːFu˥ LLH ‘cough’, ɡaraʃi˥ LLH ‘crow’, 
piroː̃˥ LLH ‘daytime’, ssuru˥ LLH ‘drug’, kuŋɡa˥ LLH ‘egg’, midoː̃˥ 
LLH ‘female’, ʔitsɨtsɨ˥ LLH ‘five’, kiruri˥ LLH ‘fog’, ʔotta˥ LLH ‘frog’, 
ʔaudʒi˥ LLH ‘granfather’, ʔappa˥ LLH ‘gradmother’, suburu˥ LLH 
‘head’, ku ̥kuru˥ LLH ‘heart’, mːma˥ LLH ‘horse’, ʔattu˥ LHH ‘day after 
tomorrow’ 

 
Tetramoraic nouns  

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic LHHH bututui LHHH ‘day before yesterday’ 
2nd-mora LHLL Fuː˥çi ̥tu LHLL ‘adult’, miː˥uʃi LHLL ‘cow’, midu˥nahwa LHLL 

‘daughter’, mai˥nitʃi LHLL ‘everyday’ 
final-mora LLHH ~ 

LHLL-L 
kjoːdai˥ LLHH ‘brother, sibling’ 
tu ̥ʃiui˥ LLLH ‘elder’, juneːɴ˥ LLLH ‘evening’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


