Uechi dialect of Miyako Ryukyuan

Subgroup: Southern Ryukyuan

Location: Uechi dialect is spoken in the community of Uechi on the island of Miyako.

Data source: Hirayama, Teruo, Ichirdo Oshima, and Masachie Nakamoto. 1967. Ryiikyi Sakishima
hogen no sogo-teki kenkyi [A comprehensive study of Yonaguni dialect of the

Ryukyuan language]. Tokyo: Tokyodo.

Overview of Uechi accent

Bimoraic
atonic [LL-LL]
final-mora accent [LH-LL, HH-LL]

Trimoraic
atonic [LLL-LL]
2nd-moraic accent [LHL ~ LHH-LL, HHL ~ HHH-LL]

Tetramoraic
atonic [LLLL]
2nd-moraic accent [LHLL, HHLL]'

Bimoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LL-LL? sita ‘below’, tui ‘bird’, paku ‘box’, pasi ‘bridge; ladder’, ?adza ‘bruise’,
maju ‘cat’, nunu ‘cloth’, kadu ‘corner’, iu ‘fish’, pigi ‘hair’, pitu

‘human’, musi ‘insect’, ?uri ‘it’, tsibu ‘jar, pot’, pa: ‘leaf’, futa ‘lid’, kuyst

‘loins’, futsi ‘mouth’, pigl ‘mustache; beard’, fugi ‘nail’, tsimi ‘nail,

" Not enough data to know how they behave when followed by a particle.
* The pitch after a hyphen indicates that of the particle -nudu that marks a subject.
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claw’, na: ‘name’, ssi: ‘nest’, nisi ‘north’, pana ‘ nose’, itaku ‘oar’, mai
‘rice’, mai ‘rice (as a crop)’, ngi ‘right’, ka: ‘river’, mtsi ‘road’, tin ‘sky’,
pav ‘snake’, sist ‘soot’, nai ‘sound’, ?isi ‘stone’, buigi ‘sugar cane’, natsi
‘summer’, ?adzi ‘taste’, tu: ‘ten’, kanu ‘that (distal mod.)’, ?unu ‘that
(mesial mod.)’, kari ‘that (distal)’, kunu ‘this (mod.)’, kuri ‘this’, kju:
‘today’, paka ‘tomb’, tabi ‘travel’, ?ui “up, above’, mura ‘village’, midzi
‘water’, ka: ‘well’, ?ii ‘west’, ?itsi ‘when’, kadzi ‘wind’, pani ‘wing’,
fuju ‘winter’, fiba ‘worry’, kidzi ‘wound’, ?afugi ‘yawn’, kinu

‘yesterday, kama ‘over there’

final-mora

LH-LL

?udil LH ‘arm’, bubal LH ‘aunt’, mamil LH ‘bean’, batal LH ‘belly;
intestine’, subal LH ‘beside’, ?itfal LH ‘board’, funil LH ‘boat’, punil
LH ‘bone’, judal LH ‘branch’, tsisi| LH ‘breast; milk’, ?iki1 LH ‘breath’,
jumil ‘bride’, fumul LH °‘cloud’, ?irul LH ‘color’, jadul LH ‘door,
lodging’, majul LH ‘eyebrow’, paril LH ‘field, plain’, panal LH
‘flower’, pagil LH ‘foot/leg’, dusil LH ‘friend’, fusal LH ‘grass’, kimul
LH ‘heart’, ?adul LH ‘heel’, kumal LH ‘here’, ?anal LH ‘hole’, butul
‘husband’, bafil LH ‘interval’, batal LH ‘intestine’, simal LH ‘island;
hamlet’, nakal LH ‘middle, inside’, tsiki| LH ‘moon’, ?usi| LH ‘mortar’,
jamal LH ‘mountain’, durul LH ‘mud’, nabil LH ‘pan; pot’, maral LH
‘penis’, paral LH ‘pillar’, dukul LH ‘poison’, ?amil LH ‘rain’, tsinal
‘rope’, tanil LH ‘seed’, kagil ‘shadow, shade’, sinil ‘shin’, mtal LH
‘soil’, mukul ‘son-in-law’, pysil LH ‘star’, batal LH ‘stomach’, tajal LH
‘strength’, satal LH ‘sugar’, tidal LH ‘sun’, nadal LH ‘tear’, tanil LH
‘testicles’, munul LH ‘thing’, nudul LH ‘throat’, tukil LH ‘time’, ?atfal
LH ‘tomorrow’, sidal LH ‘tongue’, ?atul LH ‘trace’, kamil LH ‘turtle’,
budzal LH ‘uncle’, pisil LH ‘vagina’, ndzal LH ‘where’, tudzil ‘wife’,

tusil LH ‘year’, 2umal LH ‘there’, nam1 LH ‘wave’

HH-LL

pa:1 ‘tooth’, pu:l ‘sail’, ?2im1 ‘sea’, ka:1 ‘skin, peel, fur’, ki:1 ‘tree’, mi:1
‘sweet potato’, ta:1 ‘rice field’, juvl ‘rice porridge’, ?am1 ‘net’, ni:1 ‘plant
root’, warl ‘pig’, du:l ‘myself’, ?a:1 ‘millet’, ti:1 ‘hand’, ffal ‘son’, vval
‘you’, ?ujal HH ‘parent’, noal ‘what’, toal ‘who’, nd3il ‘which’, mssi]
‘soup’, pail ‘south’, dzi:1 ‘land’, pi:1 ‘fart’, ki1 ‘fog’, ja:1 ‘house’, d3i:1
‘cane’, ffal ‘child’, kuil ‘voice’, ban'1 ‘I’, jam]1 ‘illness’, mim1 ‘ear’, mi:]
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‘eye’, kinl ‘garment’, kaml ‘god’, fwl ‘granfather’, mmal

‘grandmother’, ?iN1 ‘dog’, piil ‘needle’, mail ‘front’




Trimoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LLL-LL | mai ‘around’, supigi ‘belt’, ?akatsi ‘blood’, pisuma ‘daytime’, ?agai
‘east’, jaitsi ‘eight’, pidzi ‘elbow’, midum ‘female’, ?iki ‘fish scale’,
juitsi “four’, kagam ‘mirror’, nnama ‘now’, katatsi ‘shape’, sirusi ‘sign’,

mutsi ‘six’, kiffu ‘smoke’, mi:tsi ‘three’, Pututu ‘younger sibling’

2nd-mora | LHL ~ fukulru LHL ‘bag’, ?umilsi ‘chopsticks’, ?isalki LHL ‘cough’, ?itsulfu
LHH-LL | ‘cousin’, garalsa LHL ‘crow’, ?asalti LHL ‘day after tomorrow’, fusuli
LHL ‘drug’, tunalka LHL ‘egg’, mipalna LHL ‘face; cheeks’, ?umaltsi
LHL “fire’, ?itsiltst ‘five’, funalta LHL ‘frog’, pidali LHL ‘left’, daralfu
LHL ‘lie’, sanalgi LHL ‘loincloth’, jumulnu LHL ‘mouse’, nubuli LHL
‘neck’, ?aral: LHL ‘outside’, makali ‘rice bowl’, tsibalki LHL ‘saliva’,
nanaltsi LHL ‘seven’, nusiltu ‘thief’, mumuini LHL ‘thigh’, kudzilra
LHL ‘whale’

HHL ~ ?u:lki ‘bucket’, Puilbi ‘finger’, mmalga ‘granchild’, nu:lma ‘horse’, si:lsi
HHH-LL | ‘meat’, ?anlna ‘mother’, m:1bu ‘navel’, mju:li ‘nephew’, mju:li ‘niece’,
juli ‘night’, ?avlva ‘oil’, ma:lsu ‘salt’, ?anlga ‘sister’, banlta: ‘we’,

vovalta: ‘you (pl.)’

Tetramoraic nouns

Phonemic | Phonetic | Example

atonic LLLL karapai ‘ash’, tfibitai ‘buttock, rear end’, mmifutsi ‘chest’, mimusi ‘cow’,
bututui ‘day before yesterday’, jusarabi ‘evening’, mainitsi ‘everyday’,

soafiki ‘funeral’, bikidum ‘male’, timbau ‘rainbow’

2nd-mora | LHLL ?upulpitu LHLL, kjoaldai ‘brother’, situlgai LHLL ‘chin’, tysilui LHLL
‘elder’, kanalmarja LHLL ‘head’, situlmuti LHLL ‘morning’, kukulnutsi
LHLL ‘nine’, katalmusi LHLL ‘shoulder’, nuiliu: ‘thread’, bakalmunu
LHLL ‘youth’

HHLL tavlkja: ‘one person’

others: piti:ltsi LHHL ‘one’, nnalpikai LHLLL ‘lightning’, m:nagu: ‘sand’, kamtujum ‘thunder’,

futa:tsi ‘two’



