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Yonamine dialect of Okinawa Ryukyuan

North Okinawan, Northern Ryukyuan

Yonamine dialect is spoken in Yonamine community of Nakijin, Okinawa.

Nakasone, Seizen. 1983. Okinawa Nakijin Hogen Jiten [Dictionary of Okinawa

Nakijin dialect]. Tokyo: Kadokawa Shoten.

Overview of Yonamine accent

Bimoraic
atonic [HH]
first-mora accent [HL]
final-mora rising [LH]
Trimoraic
atonic?
first-mora accent [HLL]

second-mora accent [LHL, HHL]

second-mora rising [LHH]
final-mora rising [LLH]
Bimoraic
Phonemic | Phonetic | Example
atonic? HH [pre: “ash’, Ttui bird’, [tz ‘blood’, Ini: ‘chest’, lk'wa: ‘child’, [gaji
Nelo) ‘crab’, [?ju: “fish’, pre: “fly’, ki ‘hair’, [cuu ‘human’, Tpa: ‘leaf’,
'muji ‘mountain; hill’, [na: ‘name’, me: ‘rice (as a crop), pu: ‘sail’,
[dza: ‘snake’, [?i: ‘stomach’, [fir ‘stone’, [dzu: ‘tail’, tu: ‘ten’,
[?anu ‘that (mod.)’, [?ma: ‘there’, lhunu ‘this (mod.)’, [?uji ‘up,
above’, ha: ‘well’, tz3anu ‘which (mod.)’, [?ja:/ na: ~ Tnan ‘you’
Ist-mora | HL

[pulku ‘bag’, Tprulni ‘boat’, Ip‘uni ‘bone’, [tz ‘breath’, [talgu




[0710

/ Thulki ‘bucket’, mjal: ‘cat’, [?altzi ‘father’, ?iltzi ‘five’, [mel:

“front’, [ ?ulni

‘mother’, [dul: ‘myself’, p-alji ‘needle’, [tz3'ulji ‘one person’, Inalbi

‘it’, [halmi ‘jar, pot’, [ 2ulfi ‘mortar’, [ ?almu

‘pan; pot’, [?wal: ‘pig’, p-aljar ‘pillar’, walx ‘rice bowl’, malfu
‘salt’, [?ulmi ‘sea’, lhalgi ‘shadow, shade’, [filmi ‘sign’, [mulhu
‘son-in-law’, [ filfi ‘soot’, [hulbu ‘spider’, ?uInu ‘that (mod.)’,
[kul: ‘today’, [pol: ‘vagina’, [hulji ‘voice’, nul: ‘what’, [dal:
‘where’, [?i: ‘you (plural)’

final-mora
rising

0olo

LH

t3il: ‘breast; milk’, mil: ‘eye’, piil: “fart’, ful: ‘father’, pil: “fire’, til:
‘hand’, mil: ‘hole’, mal: ‘horse’, jal: ‘house’, dzil: ‘land’, fil: ‘meat’,
fil': ‘nest’, fol: ‘penis’, nil: ‘plant root’, tal: ‘rice field’, nal: ‘rope’, su':

‘salt’, hal: ‘skin, peel, fur’, pel: ‘south’, pal: ‘tooth’, kiil: ‘tree’, mul~

‘thing’, p‘ilsa ‘foot/leg’, kultz’i ‘mouth’, wulji ‘poison’

Trimoraic

Phonemic

Phonetic

Example

1st-mora

HLL

[hu'ga: ‘egg’, [ ?alto: ‘footprint, trace; behind’, [natha: ‘inside,
interior’, [galma: ‘lie’, Inalha: ‘middle, inside’, [tilda: ‘sun’, Thu’'ga:

‘testicles’, [fi'ba: ‘tongue’, [?alto: ‘trace’

2nd-mora

LHL

tulkal: ‘cat’, walkal: ‘youth’

HHL

'ma:lru ‘around’, lja:ltzi ‘eight’, [ju:ltzi ‘four’, [?e:Ima ‘interval’,
[?anTma ~ [?nanTma ‘now’, Tha:Tra ‘river’, muwltzi ‘six’, [mi:It3}i

‘three’, ta:1tzi ‘two’, tz'in1dza ‘well’, Ina:lmi ‘you’, [t3infi ‘knee’

2nd-mora

rising

LHH

filtza: ~ hiltza: ‘below’, p-alhu: ‘box’, julda: ‘branch’, julmi: ‘bride’,
palfi: ‘bridge; ladder’, ?aldza: ‘bruise’, hulfi: ‘cow’, galni: ‘crab’, p’i
[ru: LHH ‘daytime’, prildzi: ‘elbow’, t3ilri: ‘fog’, piilsa: ‘foot/leg’, pri
[t3eji ~ prilt3'e: ~ prilt37aji ‘forehead’, dulfi: ‘friend’, hulma: ‘here’, pu
[gi: ‘hole’, t3ilne: ‘house’, wultu: ‘husband’, mu'fi: ‘insect’, hulci:
‘inside, interior’, t3ilbu: ‘jar, pot’, pralta: ~ pulta: ‘lid’, nultz1i: ‘life’,
hu'fi: ‘loins’, prildzi: ‘mustache; beard’, Kuldzi: ‘nail’, t3ilmi: “nail,
claw’, pulfu: ‘navel’, palta: ‘near by, beside’, kKulbi: ‘neck’, nil{i:
‘north’, pralna: ‘nose’, d3ulri: ~ d3ilri: ‘right’, milt3i: ‘road’, {ilna:
‘sand’, salni: ‘seed’, finil: ‘shin’, julku: ‘side, horizontal’, p-albu:

‘snake’, hultu: ‘sound’, pulfi: ‘star’, ?il fi: ‘stone’, naltz’i: ‘summer’, ?a

[dzi: ‘taste’, ?alri: ‘that (nom.)’, 2ulma: ‘there’, ?alma: ‘there’, hulri:




‘this (nom.)’, talbi: ‘travel’, filtz3'a: ~ hiltz’a: ‘vagina’, mulra: ‘village’,
mil dzi: ‘water’, ?ilri: ‘west’, hilt3i: ‘when’, talru: ‘who’, tuldsi:
‘wife’, haldsi: ‘wind’, p-alni: ‘wing’, pulju: ~ pulju: ‘winter’, fil wa

‘worry’, ki dzi: ‘wound’

final-mora

rising

LLH

puQltzu ‘adult’, 2udil: ‘arm’, wun/ma ‘aunt’, mamil: ‘bean’, husal:
‘behind’, ‘watal: ‘belly; intestine’, subal: ‘beside’, hitzal: ‘board’,
k‘utzil: ‘bone’, t3ilbi: ‘buttok, rear end’, Pme:[{i ‘chopsticks’, kumu!:
‘cloud’, ?irul: ‘color’, k-ufulji ‘drug’, mimil: ‘ear’, majul: ‘eyebrow’,
tziral: ‘face; cheek’, na:lgu ‘female’, p-arul: ‘field, plain’, p-arol: ‘field,
plain’, prurol: ‘field, plain’, ?ujilbi ‘finger’, pranal: ‘flower’, hasil: ~
hafil: ‘foot/leg’, dalbi: ‘funeral’, t3inul: ‘garment’, k-amil: ‘god’, ?ma:
[ga ‘grandchild’, k'usal: ‘grass’, t3'in[bu ‘head’, t3'imul: ‘heart’, nitzi':
‘heat’, ?anal: ‘hole’, wanul: ‘I’, ge:[t37i “illness’, bjo:[t37i ‘illness’, wata
1 “intestine’, fimal: ‘island; hamlet’, ?uril: ‘it’, p-udil: ‘lightning’, 2awa
[: “millet’, fitz'ul: ~ hitzul: ‘moon’, ?ajal: ‘mother’, jamal: ‘mountain’,
duru: ‘mud’, miQlk'wa ‘nephew; niece’, ?amil: ‘net’, jurul: ‘night’,
jahul: ‘oar’, ti:[t3i ‘one’, ?aral: / sutul: / hukal: ‘outside’, ?ujal:
‘parent’, nigulji ‘plant root’, duk’ul: ‘poison’, ?amil: ‘rain’, humil:
‘rice’, maha'ji ‘rie bowl’, huk’el: ‘rice porridge’, t3inal: ‘rope’, hatal:
‘shoulder’, mitzal: ‘soil’, firul: ‘soup’, 'waTala ‘stomach’, hafil:
‘sweat’, fumul: ‘sweet potato’, nadal: ‘tear’, munul: ‘thing’, hitzul:
‘thread’, nudi: ~ nudul: ‘throat’, tut3il: ‘time’, fin/d3u ‘tomb’, pakal:
‘tomb’, hatzal: ‘tomorrow’, fitz’al: ~ hitzal: ‘tongue’, fubal: ‘tongue’,
wun!tz'u ‘uncle’, henlna ‘upper arm’, pro:/'mi ‘vagina’, fimal: ‘village’,
namil: ‘wave’, gunldza ‘whale’, tufil: ‘year’, kiinul: ‘yesterday’, ?un

[d3u ‘you’, wak’al: ‘youth’, wudzil: ‘sugar cane’,

Tetramoraic

Phonemic

Phonetic

Example

2nd-mora

HHLL

[manTmaru ‘around’, [nirlprara: ‘chest’, [?aQ7to: ‘footprint, trace;
behind’, tzi:lmunN ‘garment’, na:Tmun ‘lie’, Ita:lbitzeji ‘forehead’,

[tinTto: ‘sky’, [?aQto: ‘trace’

3rd-mora

LLHL

ba:[tzi1: ‘aunt’, bi:[bil: ‘belt’, hutulgel: ‘chin’, 2anlgwal: / me:ralbi /

mija: [ raTbi ‘daughter’, wuQ [ til: ‘day before yesterday’, jo:[nel:




‘evening’, mi:/malju ‘eyebrow’, ta:[ril: ‘father’, pi:ldza™ ‘goat’, tan
'me: ‘grandfather’, Pun/meT: ‘gramdmother’, fit'ilmilti ~ hitilmilti
‘morning’, ?an/mal: ‘mother’, dw:nal: ‘myself’, mi:lwulji ‘nephew’,
kunultzil: ‘nine’, t3unlpe™ ‘saliva’, jaQk'waln ‘testicles’, waQ/tal:
(extflusive) / wa:lt'3al: (intflusive) ‘we’, naQltal: / 2iQltal: / 2:[tzal:
/na:[t3aT: ‘you (plural)’, me:Inilt3i ‘everyday’, ninldziln ‘human’, sa:

[tal: ‘sugar’

LHHL ?alga:Tri ‘east’, kalta:1tz7i ‘shape’, filrulfi ‘sign’, k-ilbu:1fi ‘smoke’,
filka:Tra ~ t3'ilkarTra ‘strength’, halk'w:'bi ‘yawn’
HHHL [pi:bil: ‘everyday’
2nd-mora | LLHH fo:lde: ~ tfro:de: ‘brother’, ?iril t3i: “fish scale’, 2adu': ‘heel’, wuQ/ tu:
rising ‘husband’, janme: ‘illness’, ?e:/dza: ‘interval’, 2e:[ma: ‘inteval’, juk’u

[{i: “lie’, ?inultzi: ‘life’, 2enltzu: ‘mouse’, 2e:lku: ‘oar’, 2anlda: ~ 2an
lrar ‘oil’, nufil du: ‘thief’, halta: ‘trace’, ha:lmi: ‘turtle’, pro:ltu:

‘vagina’, huQ/ tu: ‘younger sibling’

final-mora | LLLH hupuQltzu ‘adult’, hitz3w:bi ‘belt’, abanlni ‘boat’, gusa:[ni ‘cane’,
rising nu(:) 'nu: ‘cloth’, k'adul: ~ hadu'l: ‘corner’, sahulji ‘cough’, gara:!fi
‘crow’, prata:l ki ‘cultivated field’, hufu l: ‘father’, hupu: [ dzi
‘grandfather’, hara:!d3i ‘hair of head’, pidzelji ~ pidzel: ~ piidzalji
‘left’, kak'u:ld3i ~ haku:[dzi ‘lower jaw’, tana:[k’a ‘middle, inside’,
gadza:'mi ‘mosquito’, mumu!: ‘thigh’, hatuk-alta ~ ?atukalta: ~
hatok'a [ ta: ‘trace’, hake: [ dza ‘dragonfly’, hasa:[ti ‘day after

tomorrow’, hara:ldzi ‘head’, k'ukw:lru ‘heart’, kakuulzi ~ hakuulzi

‘jaw’, sana:! d3i ‘loincloth’, ?aga:/ta ‘there’

0O00T00  naga:lri: ‘back of body’, t-abe:[ru: ‘butterfly’, hitzi:[k'u: ‘cousin’, tufik-alta: ‘elder’,
jina:lgu: ‘female’, mina:Imun ‘lie’, hama:[t3’i: ‘lower jaw’, jiKiilga: ‘male’, k'aga:mi: ‘mirror’,
tazbalru: ‘rice field’, minalda: ‘tear’, k-annalmi: ‘thunder’, puro:lja: ‘tomb’, waha:'mun ‘youth’,

mina: mu~ ‘lie’

000010  ba:ltzi:gwal: ‘aunt’, jikil ganIgwa ‘son’
000010  wuba:mal: ‘aunt’, wara:[bil: ‘child’, pafinlgultzi ‘door, lodging’, hit3iQ[tzil:
‘five’, me:biltzelji ‘forehead’, tzin/bugal: ‘head’, kunuQlt3zil: ‘nine’, nanatQltzil: ‘seven’,



wudza:lsal: / wunltzumil: ‘uncle’, fuba:/bi'ru ‘lip’,
000100  ?inlnulk’wa: ‘dog’,

000T0100 hata:lbiltza: “frog’,

000000 fidzak-alta: ‘elder’, mixprulgi: ‘hole’,
jina:gu nuQTk’'wa ‘daughter’, jina:[ gunigwa ‘daughter’
[tinTPomo:d3iri ‘rainbow’

jina:lgufo:de™ / jina:l gugo:de™ “sister’



