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Yonamine dialect of Okinawa Ryukyuan 
 
 
Subgroup: North Okinawan, Northern Ryukyuan 
Location:  Yonamine dialect is spoken in Yonamine community of Nakijin, Okinawa.  
Data source:  Nakasone, Seizen. 1983. Okinawa Nakijin Hōgen Jiten [Dictionary of Okinawa  

Nakijin dialect]. Tokyo: Kadokawa Shoten. 
 

 
Overview of Yonamine accent 
 
 Bimoraic 
  atonic    [HH] 
  first-mora accent  [HL] 
  final-mora rising   [LH] 
 
 Trimoraic 
  atonic? 
  first-mora accent  [HLL] 
  second-mora accent  [LHL, HHL] 
  second-mora rising  [LHH] 
  final-mora rising  [LLH] 
 

 
   
   
Bimoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

atonic? 

「OO 

HH 「pˑɛː ‘ash’, 「tˑui ‘bird’, 「tʒʼiː ‘blood’, 「niː ‘chest’, 「kʼwaː ‘child’, 「ɡaji 
‘crab’, 「ʔjuː ‘fish’, 「pˑɛː ‘fly’, 「kiː ‘hair’, 「cuu ‘human’, 「paː ‘leaf’, 
「muji ‘mountain; hill’, 「naː ‘name’, 「mɛː ‘rice (as a crop), 「puː ‘sail’, 
「dʒaː ‘snake’, 「ʔiː ‘stomach’, 「 ʃiː ‘stone’, 「dʒuː ‘tail’, 「 tuː ‘ten’, 
「ʔanu ‘that (mod.)’, 「ʔmaː ‘there’, 「hunu ‘this (mod.)’, 「ʔuji ‘up, 
above’, 「haː ‘well’, 「tʒʼanu ‘which (mod.)’, 「ʔjaː / 「naː ~ 「naɴ ‘you’ 

1st-mora HL 「pˑu˥kʼu ‘bag’, 「pˑu˥ni ‘boat’, 「pʻu̚ni ‘bone’, 「ʔi̚tʒˑi ‘breath’, 「tˑa˥ɡu  
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「O˥O / 「hu˥kˑi ‘bucket’, 「mja˥ː ‘cat’, 「ʔa˥tʒʼi ‘father’, 「ʔi˥tʒʼi ‘five’, 「mɛ˥ː 
‘front’, 「 ʔu˥ni ‘it’, 「 ha˥mi ‘jar, pot’, 「 ʔu˥ʃi ‘mortar’, 「 ʔa˥mu 
‘mother’, 「du˥ː ‘myself’, 「pˑa˥ji ‘needle’, 「tʒʼu˥ji ‘one person’, 「na˥bi 
‘pan; pot’, 「ʔwa˥ː ‘pig’, 「pˑa˥jaː ‘pillar’, 「wa˥ɴ ‘rice bowl’, 「ma˥ʃu 
‘salt’, 「ʔu˥mi ‘sea’, 「ha˥ɡi ‘shadow, shade’, 「ʃi˥mi ‘sign’, 「mu˥hu 
‘son-in-law’, 「 ʃi˥ʃi ‘soot’, 「 hu˥bu ‘spider’, 「 ʔu˥nu ‘that (mod.)’, 
「kˑu˥ː ‘today’, 「pˑo˥ː ‘vagina’, 「hu˥ji ‘voice’, 「nu˥ː ‘what’, 「da˥ː 
‘where’, 「ʔi˥ː ‘you (plural)’ 

final-mora 
rising 

O「O 

LH tʒʼi「ː ‘breast; milk’, mi「ː ‘eye’, pˑi「ː ‘fart’, ʃu「ː ‘father’, pʼi「ː ‘fire’, tˑi「ː 
‘hand’, mi「ː ‘hole’, ʔma「ː ‘horse’, ja「ː ‘house’, dʒi「ː ‘land’, ʃi「ː ‘meat’, 
ʃi「ː ‘nest’, ʃo「ː ‘penis’, ni「ː ‘plant root’, ta「ː ‘rice field’, na「ː ‘rope’, su「ː 
‘salt’, ha「ː ‘skin, peel, fur’, pɛ「ː ‘south’, pˑa「ː ‘tooth’, kˑi「ː ‘tree’, mu「ɴ 
‘thing’, pʻi「sa ‘foot/leg’, ku「tʒʼi ‘mouth’, wu「ji ‘poison’ 

 
Trimoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

1st-mora HLL 「 hu̚ɡaː ‘egg’, 「 ʔa˥tʼoː ‘footprint, trace; behind’, 「 na˥haː ‘inside, 
interior’, 「ɡa˥maː ‘lie’, 「na˥haː ‘middle, inside’，「tˑi˥daː ‘sun’, 「hu̚ɡaː 
‘testicles’, 「ʃi̚baː ‘tongue’, 「ʔa˥tʼoː ‘trace’ 

LHL tˑu「kʼa˥ː ‘cat’, wa「kʼa˥ː ‘youth’ 2nd-mora 

HHL 「maː˥ru ‘around’, 「jaː˥tʒʼi ‘eight’, 「juː˥tʒʼi ‘four’, 「ʔɛː˥ma ‘interval’, 
「ʔaɴ˥ma ~ 「ʔnaɴ˥ma ‘now’, 「haː˥ra ‘river’, 「muː˥tʒʼi ‘six’, 「miː˥tʒʼi 
‘three’, 「tʼaː˥tʒʼi ‘two’, 「tʒʼiɴ˥dʒa ‘well’, 「naː˥mi ‘you’, 「tʒʼiɴ̚ʃi ‘knee’ 

2nd-mora 
rising 

LHH ʃi「tʒʼaː ~ hi「tʒʼaː ‘below’, pˑa「huː ‘box’, ju「daː ‘branch’, ju「miː ‘bride’, 
pa「ʃiː ‘bridge; ladder’, ʔa「dʒaː ‘bruise’, hu「ʃiː ‘cow’, ɡa「niː ‘crab’, pʼi
「ruː LHH ‘daytime’, pˑi「dʒiː ‘elbow’, tʒʼi「riː ‘fog’, pˑi「saː ‘foot/leg’, pˑi
「tʒʼɛji ~ pˑi「tʒʼɛː ~ pˑi「tʒʼaji ‘forehead’, du「ʃiː ‘friend’, hu「maː ‘here’, pˑu
「ɡiː ‘hole’, tʒʼi「nɛː ‘house’, wu「tˑuː ‘husband’, mu「ʃiː ‘insect’, hu「ciː 
‘inside, interior’, tʒʼi「buː ‘jar, pot’, pˑa「tʼaː ~ pˑu「tʼaː ‘lid’, nu「tʒʼiː ‘life’, 
hu「ʃiː ‘loins’, pˑi「dʒiː ‘mustache; beard’, kʼu「dʒiː ‘nail’, tʒʼi「miː ‘nail, 
claw’, pˑu「ʃuː ‘navel’, pa「tʼaː ‘near by, beside’, kʼu「biː ‘neck’, ni「ʃiː 
‘north’, pˑa「naː ‘nose’, dʒu「riː ~ dʒi「riː ‘right’, mi「tʒʼiː ‘road’, ʃi「naː 
‘sand’, sa「niː ‘seed’, ʃini「ː ‘shin’, ju「kʼuː ‘side, horizontal’, pˑa「buː 
‘snake’, hu「tʼuː ‘sound’, pu「ʃiː ‘star’, ʔi「ʃiː ‘stone’, na「tʒʼiː ‘summer’, ʔa
「dʒiː ‘taste’, ʔa「riː ‘that (nom.)’, ʔu「maː ‘there’, ʔa「maː ‘there’, hu「riː 
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‘this (nom.)’, tˑa「biː ‘travel’, ʃi「tʒʼaː ~ hi「tʒʼaː ‘vagina’, mu「raː ‘village’, 
mi「dʒiː ‘water’, ʔi「riː ‘west’, hi「tʒʼiː ‘when’, tˑa「ruː ‘who’, tˑu「dʒiː 
‘wife’, ha「dʒiː ‘wind’, pˑa「niː ‘wing’, pˑu「juː ~ pʼu「juː ‘winter’, ʃi「waː 
‘worry’, kˑi「dʒiː ‘wound’ 

final-mora 
rising 

LLH pʼuQ「tʒʼu ‘adult’, ʔudi「ː ‘arm’, wuɴ「ma ‘aunt’, mami「ː ‘bean’, husa「ː 
‘behind’, ʼwatʼa「ː ‘belly; intestine’, suba「ː ‘beside’, hitʒʼa「ː ‘board’, 
kʻutʒʼi「ː ‘bone’, tʒʼi「biː ‘buttok, rear end’, ʔmɛː「ʃi ‘chopsticks’, kʼumu「ː 
‘cloud’, ʔiru「ː ‘color’, kˑuʃu「ji ‘drug’, mimi「ː ‘ear’, maju「ː ‘eyebrow’, 
tʒʼira「ː ‘face; cheek’, naː「ɡu ‘female’, pˑaru「ː ‘field, plain’, pˑaro「ː ‘field, 
plain’, pˑuro「ː ‘field, plain’, ʔuji「bi ‘finger’, pˑana「ː ‘flower’, hasi「ː ~ 
haʃi「ː ‘foot/leg’, da「biː ‘funeral’, tʒʼinu「ː ‘garment’, kˑami「ː ‘god’, ʔmaː
「ɡa ‘grandchild’, kˑusa「ː ‘grass’, tʒʼiɴ「bu ‘head’, tʒʼimu「ː ‘heart’, nitʒʼi「ː 
‘heat’, ʔana「ː ‘hole’, wanu「ː ‘I’, ɡɛː「tʒʼi ‘illness’, bjoː「tʒʼi ‘illness’, watʼa
「ː ‘intestine’, ʃima「ː ‘island; hamlet’, ʔuri「ː ‘it’, pˑudi「ː ‘lightning’, ʔawa
「ː ‘millet’, ʃitʒʼu「ː ~ hitʒʼu「ː ‘moon’, ʔaja「ː ‘mother’, jama「ː ‘mountain’, 
duru「ː ‘mud’, miQ「kʼwa ‘nephew; niece’, ʔami「ː ‘net’, juru「ː ‘night’, 
jahu「ː ‘oar’, tʼiː「tʒʼi ‘one’, ʔara「ː / sutʼu「ː / hukʼa「ː ‘outside’, ʔuja「ː 
‘parent’, niɡu「ji ‘plant root’, dukʼu「ː ‘poison’, ʔami「ː ‘rain’, humi「ː 
‘rice’, maha「ji ‘rie bowl’, hukʼɛ「ː ‘rice porridge’, tʒʼina「ː ‘rope’, hatʼa「ː 
‘shoulder’, mitʒʼa「 ː ‘soil’, ʃiru「 ː ‘soup’, ʼwaTa「a ‘stomach’, haʃi「 ː 
‘sweat’, ʔumu「ː ‘sweet potato’, nada「ː ‘tear’, munu「ː ‘thing’, hitʒʼu「ː 
‘thread’, nudi「ː ~ nudu「ː ‘throat’, tutʒʼi「ː ‘time’, ʃiɴ「dʒu ‘tomb’, pakʼa「ː 
‘tomb’, hatʒʼa「ː ‘tomorrow’, ʃitʒʼa「ː ~ hitʒʼa「ː ‘tongue’, ʃuba「ː ‘tongue’, 
wuɴ「tʒʼu ‘uncle’, heɴ「na ‘upper arm’, pˑoː「mi ‘vagina’, ʃima「ː ‘village’, 
nami「ː ‘wave’, ɡuɴ「dʒa ‘whale’, tˑuʃi「ː ‘year’, kˑinu「ː ‘yesterday’, ʔuɴ
「dʒu ‘you’, wakʼa「ː ‘youth’, wudʒi「ː ‘sugar cane’,  

 
 
Tetramoraic 

Phonemic Phonetic Example 

2nd-mora HHLL 「maɴ˥maru ‘around’, 「niː˥pˑaraː ‘chest’, 「ʔaQ˥tʼoː ‘footprint, trace; 
behind’, 「tʒʼiː˥muɴ ‘garment’, 「naː˥muɴ ‘lie’, 「tˑaː˥bitʒʼɛji ‘forehead’, 
「tiɴ˥tʼoː ‘sky’, 「ʔaQ˥tʼoː ‘trace’ 

3rd-mora LLHL baː「tʒʼi˥ː ‘aunt’, biː「bi˥ː ‘belt’, hutʼu「ɡɛ˥ː ‘chin’, ʔaɴ「ɡwa˥ː / mɛː「ra˥bi / 
mijaː「 ra˥bi ‘daughter’, wuQ「 tʼi˥ː ‘day before yesterday’, joː「nɛ˥ː 



 4 

‘evening’, miː「ma˥ju ‘eyebrow’, tʼaː「ri˥ː ‘father’, pʼiː「dʒa̚ː ‘goat’, tʼaɴ
「mɛ˥ː ‘grandfather’, ʔuɴ「mɛ˥ː ‘gramdmother’, ʃitʼi「mi˥tʼi ~ hitʼi「mi˥tʼi 
‘morning’, ʔaɴ「ma˥ː ‘mother’, duː「na˥ː ‘myself’, miː「wu˥ji ‘nephew’, 
kˑunu「tʒʼi˥ː ‘nine’, tʒʼuɴ「pʼɛ̚ː ‘saliva’, jaQ「kʼwa˥ɴ ‘testicles’, waQ「tʼa˥ː 
(extʃlusive) / waː「tʼʒa˥ː (intʃlusive) ‘we’, naQ「tʼa˥ː / ʔiQ「tʼa˥ː / ʔiː「tʼʒa˥ː 
/ naː「tʼʒa˥ː ‘you (plural)’, mɛː「ni˥tʒʼi ‘everyday’, niɴ「dʒi˥ɴ ‘human’, saː
「tʼa˥ː ‘sugar’ 

LHHL ʔa「ɡaː˥ri ‘east’, kˑa「tʼaː˥tʒʼi ‘shape’, ʃi「ruː˥ʃi ‘sign’, kˑi「buː˥ʃi ‘smoke’, 
ʃi「kʼaː˥ra ~ tʒʼi「kʼaː˥ra ‘strength’, ha「kʼuː̚bi ‘yawn’ 

HHHL 「pʼiːbi˥ː ‘everyday’ 
2nd-mora 
rising 

LLHH ʃoː「dɛː ~ tʃˑoː「dɛː ‘brother’, ʔiri「tʒʼiː ‘fish scale’, ʔadu「ː ‘heel’, wuQ「tʼuː 
‘husband’, jaɴ「mɛː ‘illness’, ʔɛː「dʒaː ‘interval’, ʔɛː「maː ‘inteval’, jukʼu
「ʃiː ‘lie’, ʔinu「tʒʼiː ‘life’, ʔɛɴ「tʒʼuː ‘mouse’, ʔɛː「kʼuː ‘oar’, ʔaɴ「daː ~ ʔaɴ
「raː ‘oil’, nuʃi「duː ‘thief’, ha「tʼaː ‘trace’, haː「miː ‘turtle’, pˑoː「tʼuː 
‘vagina’, huQ「tʼuː ‘younger sibling’ 

final-mora 
rising 

LLLH hupʼuQ「tʒʼu ‘adult’, hitʒʼuː「bi ‘belt’, abaɴ「ni ‘boat’, ɡusaː「ni ‘cane’, 
nu(ː)「nuː ‘cloth’, kˑadu「ː ~ hadu「ː ‘corner’, sahu「ji ‘cough’, ɡaraː「ʃi 
‘crow’, pˑatʼaː 「 kʼi ‘cultivated field’, huʃu 「 ː ‘father’, hupʼuː 「 dʒi 
‘grandfather’, haraː「dʒi ‘hair of head’, pʼidʒɛ「ji ~ pʼidʒɛ「ː ~ pʼidʒa「ji 
‘left’, kˑakʼuː「dʒi ~ hakʼuː「dʒi ‘lower jaw’, tʼanaː「kʼa ‘middle, inside’, 
ɡadʒaː「mi ‘mosquito’, mumu「ː ‘thigh’, hatʼukˑa「tʼa ~ ʔatʼukˑa「tʼaː ~ 
hatʼoːkˑa 「 tʼaː ‘trace’, hakʼɛː 「 dʒa ‘dragonfly’, hasaː 「 tʼi ‘day after 
tomorrow’, haraː「dʒi ‘head’, kˑukʼuː「ru ‘heart’, kakuu「zi ~ hakuu「zi 
‘jaw’, sanaː「dʒi ‘loincloth’, ʔaɡaː「tʼa ‘there’ 

 
 
others ------------------------------------------------ 
OOO「OO naɡaː「riː ‘back of body’, tˑabɛː「ruː ‘butterfly’, hitʒʼiː「kʼuː ‘cousin’, tˑuʃikˑa「tʼaː ‘elder’, 
jinaː「ɡuː ‘female’, minaː「muɴ ‘lie’, hamaː「tʒʼiː ‘lower jaw’, jikʼi「ɡaː ‘male’, kˑaɡaː「miː ‘mirror’, 
taːba「ruː ‘rice field’, miːna「daː ‘tear’, kˑaɴna「miː ‘thunder’, pˑuroː「jaː ‘tomb’, wahaː「muɴ ‘youth’, 
minaː「muɴ ‘lie’ 
 
OO「OO˥O baː「tʒʼiːɡwa˥ː ‘aunt’, jikʼi「ɡaɴ˥ɡwa ‘son’ 
OOO「O˥O wubaː「ma˥ː ‘aunt’, waraː「bi˥ː ‘child’, paʃiɴ「ɡu˥tʒʼi ‘door, lodging’, hitʒʼiQ「tʒʼi˥ː 
‘five’, mɛːbi「tʒʼɛ˥ji ‘forehead’, tʒʼiɴ「buɡa˥ː ‘head’, kˑunuQ「tʒʼi˥ː ‘nine’, nanatQ「tʒʼi˥ː ‘seven’, 
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wudʒaː「sa˥ː / wuɴ「tʒuʼmi˥ː ‘uncle’, ʃubaː「bi̚ru ‘lip’,  
 
OO「O˥OO ʔiɴ「nu˥kʼwaː ‘dog’,  
 
OOO「O˥OO hatʼaː「bi˥tʒʼaː ‘frog’,                    
OOOO「OO ʃidʒaːkˑa「tʼaː ‘elder’, miːpˑu「ɡiː ‘hole’,  
 
jinaːɡu「nuQ˥kʼwa ‘daughter’, jinaː「ɡuɴ˥ɡwa ‘daughter’ 
「tiɴ˥tʼoːnoːdʒiri ‘rainbow’ 
jinaː「ɡuʃoːde̚ː / jinaː「ɡuçoːde̚ː ‘sister’ 

  
 
 
 


